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IT'S TIME FOR THE WINTER BLAHS...Or is it? So far, 1990 hasn't fit 
into the classic “winter weather pattern"--maybe a good sign for those 
looking for unusual DX conditions. Following a cold and generally 
stormy December across North America, weather moderated, bringing what 
appeared to be extended “January thaw" conditions in many areas. any 
veteran VHF-UHF enthusiasts will tell you that some of their best 
tropo results of the year can be found during unusually mild winters. 
Usually, February is the worst time of the year for DXing the VHF and 
UHF bands (with, of course, notable exceptions to be found in the 
Sunbelt areas). 


AND DON'T FORGET ABOUT AURORA...And as the cover shows, it CAN be 
amazing. Since we're so near to the peak of the Il-year sunspot 
cycle. and since current activity has been so intense, there is good 
reason to believe that last year's fantastic auroral openings were a 
preview for what could happen this year. March is the traditional 
peak month for auroral disturbances, but February could prove to be 
almost as good. Don't forget to keep your antenna pointed north! 


F2 SKIP DROPS RAPIDLY AFTER AMAZING NOVEMBER...December 1989 seemed to 
feature only a day or two of the kind of great F2 skip events that 
took place in November--no doubt due to the wild variations that took 
place in solar-terrestial conditions; news about November DX via F2 
skip keeps coming in. A reminder--West Coast DXers may be able to get 
into some great F2 again soon. as seasonal peaks on transPacific paths 
will occur within the next several weeks. 


COLUMN NEWS...QSL CORNER editor Tom Yingling relates that technical 
problems have prevented him from doing a column this month. 
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Happy 1990! The begining of the new year brings little in the way of 
ANARC News. Elections for the ANARC Executive Council took place in Oecember. 
Jected to the Council were dob Broun (of NASWA), Tom Gavaras (of HOXC), and 
Arlene Luskin (of WAOXA). They jain Kirk Haxter (of ACE), Sob Walker (of 
MARE) and Oon Homan (of GIDX). 

ANARCUN 190 will be held September 15 to 16 at the Radisson Hotel in 
Virginia Beach, VA. ANARCON 190 will be held in conjunction with the annual 
Tidewater Radio/Computer Fair. The expected cost for rooms will be approx. 355 
per night single, 865 per night double, The organizers are hoping that repres- 
entatives of several Eastern European stations will attend. 

ANARC is looking For comments on the proposed revocation of the shared 
frequencies of 3800-4000 and 7100-7300 kHz. Currently, these frequencies are 
shered by Amateur Radio Services in North and South America and International 
Broadcesters. It seems likely that in 1992, these frequencies will be given 


to the International Sroadcasters. The FCC has set up a docket number on the 


subject, Gen. Docket 9-554, Comments on the docket are due by Feb 16th. WSHU 
A 5 the classic 
Sprachman's Corner 91.1 FM 


Observations from Vermont... We finally had a chance to take a vacation 
in 1989, We spent 5 days driving around Vermont and the Hudson Valley of New 
York. flew to the air, WOW 107.3 Highland NY with a country music formset. 
UMXR'93.9 Woodstock VT, "Magic 34" is on the air with a lite rock formet. SiH 
96.1 Warren VT is the State's outlet for "Zippo in the Morning". Waterbury's 
UGLY 103.1 has a lousy signal range. The station's translators have a oreater 
signal range. UMNM 92.1 Port Henry NY likes the Vermont side of Lake Camplain 
better, Their offices are in Vergennes VT and they make a big deal about it. 
New in Rutland VT, 2 station on 94,5 calling itself KISS 94.5 (uhat are the call 
letters?), and WRUT 97.1 has new call letters and has a non-ID of "2-97". 
Bennington's wHiG 9 


GC 94.3 1s mono. 

New York Media Sriefs... ‘GLI 1290 Babylon is gone. The East End Lf Long 
Island will be osining tuo new stations in 1990- WANK 104.7 Kontauk will_ga on 
the air once they can figure out a format, and WVEH 96.7 East Hampton, Tuo 
East ender's niven power increases, W8AZ 101.7 Southold, and WB 107.1 West- 
hampton. A little trivia, one of the ouners of WHE is Paul Simon's brother. 
JGTD 9423 Smithtown has applied for a power increase. An oddity on TV- U53AA 
continues to test sporatically. The station has been doing this for about a year 
without signing on with any programming. The station tends ta test during holi- 
nay weekends. 

Are ‘ie! York's pirates gone? In the last few months I've only heard them 
one or tuo times. Recently, the operatord of WHOT were busted, Also, ‘SHR 91.9 
Lake Ronkonkoma has increased its broadcast day. It is often on the air as late 
3s 10pm. 30, what happened to all those pirates that used to broadcast on such 


@ regular basis last winter? 
. 73's and the best of OX in the 90's, COILS 
gist a Sexe. ©: S proc dren 
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tion’ in June, WHYY has lined up snother live network ratings, 1 dont think there's much|Both antennas of Ch 62 and 7 are on the IDS 
Production Feb. 20. This one's out of Children's chance of anybody being in desperate need of a|building downtown Mpls. I do not know the power 
Hospital of Philadeiphia. The patient will be 3 


Fox affiliat of either stetion. I get Ch 62 about ae well a8 
Divi Resbeteedtiee 1S-month-old girl.” I Just hope the sudden| “In other TV news, the channel 60 LPTV sration|Ch 53 at my home 10 niles from the IDS tower, 

ez popularity doesn't get to the kid's head. in Rochester went on the sir in November Ist|but I em in somewhat of a valley-no direct ling 

Bridgeton, NJ 08302 |networks have been messing with children’s brains full tige frome xnet located NE of Rochester in| “I too heve noticed nething regarding the MW 

every Saturday morning for years. I'd hate to! Haverhill Township.” JUHF network (HIN). Red River TV in Fargo hae 


Licenced see the Playboy Channel catch on to the idea of “Another question on the Freeze, what the FCC|made no changes in their programming, and they 
1 found this letter from JAMES J. NAHIRNIAK llive operations. + |will do to all those vacent TV channels...since the |were to have been = part of this now defunct 
kwarren HID, dated 9/10/89, stapled to its| JOHN COMBS (Jacksonville FL) reports, “the freeze means that no one cen apply for then |new venture. 
lenvelope and filed away with some Junk papers |rowere of both WRAL-S (Raleigh NC -wbf) and feven the chennel(e) available to the community?"| “The Grand Marais HN translator story pops up 
Jon ay desk. Anyway, here it ie: “CBS' purchase |wPTF-28 (Durham NC -wbF) collapsed due to the| The Freeze is only temporary while the FCC is|every year since Maclean-Hunter cable TV 
Jef 9 subsranderd Facility (WCIX in Hiamds |severe ice storm in the area (about half studying the possibility of establishing a new|dropped the Duluth etations that were being 
lobviously becauee the price wes eo cheap, got me {apart -wbf)!" "WPTF-28 was still on cable| television system superior to the present syster.|relayed up the shore of Lake Superior to 
Irhinking about how one of the networks aight (presumably microwaving their signel to the CATV After the study is completed, the FCC will decide |Thunder Bay, ON. They have Detroit, MI stations 
| lacquire a station ine aajor warket at 3 bargain |headend?." “WKFT-40 (Fayetteville NC -wbf) wae whether to reserve those channele for the|on their cable system, which most people in TB 


lprice by considering UHF. CBS buying 3 UNF |carrying WRAL-5's progressing! Sura enough, | advanced system or reopen them to conventional |can't understand. ties are much more with| 
lstation in Detroit could work our well, for |caught WKFT-40 running WRAL with full WRAL-5| 


Thei 


broadcasting. Duluth than Detroit. There are a lot of 
! jseveral reasons. Their present affiliate, WJBK- | 10s, promos & PSAs, occasionally adding @ WKFT- While we're in Minnesota, let's go on to JOHN|Canadiens driving to northern HN and Duluth to) 
| [TV channel, 2, le in) sorry! shape ‘anyway, with 40, ID 9} Bottom. oF ‘eereen.” EBELING Bloomington HN), who writes, “I did run|shop, as the Canadian prices are way too high.” 


learly evening newecasts often beat out in the| TOM YINGLING (Dundalk MD) confirmed the zerose 8 channel 62 the other day, carrying the| “P.S. Calculus textbooks can be blemed for 


lratinge by TWO UHF stations. The disadvantese |above, and added that programming of WPTF-28 is| same program as KTHA-23. For several daye the|snythingll” 1 aust admit one thing, John: That 
lof being on UHF in Detroit io not that bad —|being aired by WYED-I7 in Goldsboro and WFCT-62| same thing, never 2 separste ID Cor ID of any calculus textbook gave me = whole new meaning to 
! IDetroit ie @ compact size and flat market — ideal |in Fayetteville kind). Also noticed testing a few weeks ago a|the tera, "DX." 
For @ UHF signal. Lots of viewers are used to| A little excitement in the midwest, according to LPTV on channel 7, with an ID of KO7UI (must be| It’s been a bad month both for sail and| 
having UHF, with WKBD-SO and WXON-20 both very MARK JANES (Marquette HI). From the Marquette a meee of Ch 7 LPTV's). Last evening when|research. The library hadn't bothered sorting 
popular. And the growth of cable removes any|MI Mining Journal, “Almost 300 Families in western KTMA-23 ran their sign-off, they mentioned KO7UI,|out its reference saterial during winter rec 
disadvantage of the signal on UHF. Marquette County have had a quarter of their ‘even though it is not on the air thasn't been|and what litle research 1 got isn't worth| 


“The networks make their biggest profits on|television programming discontinued, apparently| for over a week). printing, except to say that two new stations on 
their owned & operated stations, not on network |due to a conflict between the signal provider] ‘Anyway, to tie this all together, I called KTMA.|the air are KTDZ-TV, ch. 24¢, Portiend OR (2710 
loperations, so they should try to own se many land © Detroit TV station. The sisal WOIV Found out thet the Ch 62 signal “calle unknown) |kw ERP; TBN affiliate) and WFXI, ch. 8+, Morehead 
stations ae possible. The FCC allows one company |channel 4 in Detroit, was received locally via| will be on the air 18 hrs a day ae a shoppers |City NC (316 kw; 8 desparately needed Fox: 
ito own stations covering e maximum of 25% of |satellite and rebroadcast from 9 transistor! channel (Value Network? 7 >. KO7UI will be Jaf filiars Correcting 3 mistake in the 8/89 VUD, 
Viewers throughout the country, but UHF counts |rower IAW) located south of the village of| simulcasting KTHA-23 to provide a signal for |WNUV-TV, ch. 54 Baltimore MD was to raise its ERP 
lonly half thet of VHF. The FCC ie also granting |Chaapion, to 9 sasil nuaber of hou: those who can not get or having difficulty |to S000 kw, which it had done = few months ago. 
lwaivers for radio-TV crossownership restrictions |currently serviced by cable television..." “The| receiving KTNA-23. What 5 waste of allocations!| That's all for thie month. -_wbf, 
involving UHF stations, eo CBS could keep WWJ-AM|signal was shut down about 9 Friday night...after| 
jand WJDI-FM. If thie UHF experiment doesn't/the [Translator] suthority...received notification} 
lwork out, channel 2 would probably Jump at the|From a WOIV attorney requesting that the| 
jchance to re-affiliate with CBS, and the UHF lservice be stopped. The letter, dated Dec, 11 
letation could be sold." I believe the FCC island received by the authority several daye| 

ing ite ounership restrictions only in|iater, said the communications should serve ae 
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lsituations where the public would benefit. I|'notice that WIV, channel 4, Detroit, does not 3rd Edition 
ldon't see how this would be the case in Detroit. |consent nor authorizes the retransaission of ite ONLY $ 1 0 9 
Alo, with respect to the disadvantages of UHF |eignal in whole in part by WIIAV.™ i 
loperation, it goes beyond Jjust smaller coverage| RONALD PURDUE (Byron MN) writes on the 
lereas. Back in 1978, the FCC established 5 UHF |Minnesots Independent Network, “It is apparent 4 INCLUDES CANADA STATIONS! 
Comparability Task Force to study what was then|that KTHA's programming from the Tuin Citios| ¥81/2z 11" ORDER FROM: 
lcalled the UHF handicap, the fact that UHFlcontinues to falter. They are broadcasting the| 4% FULL SIZE TYPE NRC PUBLICATIONS CENTER 
jstations were having tremendous difficulty|eame movies over and over and over again! % LISTED BY STATE, BY CITY P.O. BOX 164, MANNSVILLE, NY 13661 


lsaining parity with VHF and financial stability.|Aiong with scores of those so-called ‘paid 
lanong other problems thet it found were higher |programaing’ shows on about 1X of the tise of 
loperating expenses, particularly in the much|weckdays and 40X on weekends. I don't think 
lhigher power needed to transmit, shadow areas|thet the MIN network will ever materialize due to| 
lwithin thes station's coverage are, receivers|KTMA's nonsense type of shows. It means that 
|that cannot tune UHF stations as ily as VHF,/KXLT-47 in Rochester, MN won't be back and! 
lhave no comxis! cable Jack for UHF, renotelanyone is free to apply for the channel once 
lcontrol sets that work only on VHF. One thinglagain, This seans that the FCC freeze will 
they didn't mention, ie thet the mentality of thelaffect thie?” It would be more likely, and 
average céuch potato is such that he doesn't|simpier, For anybody wanting = television station| 
know how to count past thirteen. in Rochester to buy the station's license and 
From BILL NIENAJADLY (Clifton NY), this article|facilities, rather than wait for the freeze to 
from the 12/28/88 North Jersey Herald News: “If|end, apply, risk competitive applicetions, seek a| 
lyou thought live back surgery was exciting, wait|rower site and construct the new station Froa| 
fill you year what WHYY-TV in Philadelphia (chennel| scratch. 
12 im Wilmington DE. -wbf) hee planned next ~| “If the freeze doesn't affect 2 nes! 
live reconstructive surgery on an infant's skull! |application For channel 47, the Rochester, Avetin 
True Fact, operating-room Freaks, Following the|and Mason City, IA market is in desperate need! 
lsuccees of the public station's ‘The Back Opera-|of @ Fox affiliate.” Judging from the Fox 
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#80 FM NEWS 


Readers’ Reports 

“Although I do not DX on FM, I thought I may use 
[the FM Atlas] to ID some stations which simulcast 
FMers and use only FM slogans as 1D," writes William 
R, Hale, who edits a column for NRC's "DX News.” He 
saya KQFX 96.7 Georgetown-Austin is now 100 kw. 

“Sorry we did not make the 1989 convention,” says 
Brooklyn's Max Engel. “Ilse is still recovering from 
12-16-88 car accident. She was treated for a fractured 
KNEE for three months, She actually had a fractured 
HIP. On March 31, 1989 she had to have a complete hip 
replacement, Ilse is starting to walk again with a cane. I 
hope ali will be well soon.” I do, too, Max, and wish 
you and all the readers the best in "90. 

John Ebeling sent articles from Audio (Jan, 90) on a 
small FM radio made to work in a printed circuit 
board—probably no FM DX instrument—and a write-up 
‘on the Audioprism 7500 indoor antenna (Dec. ’89) by 
Leonard Feldman. I can't understand Feldman, who's 
obviously no friend of FM DX. He rates ‘indoor 
antennae only on the basis of local station reception, 
measuring field strengths. Further, his frequencies are in 
error, for he shows, for NY City FM reception, “90.9," 
“100.5” and “106.9.” T have written him, suggesting 
that he get an FM Atlas and then he could accurately 
report and check on the frequencies of stations he 
obviously knows nothing about. Maybe somebody 
locally could contact him and set him straight. 

Bill Niensjadly could set Len straight on how to 
compare receivers or antennae side by side, and how to, 
improve selectivity. He's also out to clear the air of 
“lame” FM stations, I just got flack from former FM 
DXer J. Alex Bowab, now in FM station ownership: “I 
have known of your pre-eminence in the area of FM 
signal propagation since I was a DXer back in 1958. 
Frankly, I enjoy FMedia! but am sick and tired of the 
tirades about ‘lame’ radio. WDLT [98.3 Chickasaw AL] 
is what you would call a ‘lame station’. We play soft 
adult contemp., sticking with ‘safe’ titles and there is 
nothing wrong with this. It appeals to a segment of the 
audience, and serves need, primarily to be a station 
that one can listen to at’ work without being too 
obtrusive, and . . not put one to sleep. We 
don't apologize for it. If you plan to continue all this 
‘lame’ crap, please cancel my subscription.” 

Bill N, exults in the realization that his local AM 
station, WRAT (but mainly with co-programimed WPAT- 
FM 93.1) is No, 1 in the NY ratings, ahead of WHTZ 
and others, The AM is in his home town of Clifton NJ 
with ite tansmitter. He points out that AM DX will be 
around for a while with WINS being No. 1 in the 
moming, followed by WOR, WCBS AM and then it’s 
WLTW and a flock of FMers. “I just joined the NRC. 
See that goes to prove I don't hate AM! But the 
programming on AM is the pits! Hope you're having 
great success modifying tuners with those 180 kHz 
filters! Mostly everyone who modified their tuners 
reports great success!""Bill reports success in modifying 
Bob Smolarek’s Carver TX-11 and the receiver of an 
unnamed CT DXer has been so modified. “‘I'm glad you 
are finally linting a separate category for oldies and are 
not inchiding lame stations! I disagree with Nick 
Lombardi, as Ernie Cooper mentioned in the Dec. '89 
FMedia! ‘x is too broad a category and Nick says 
‘you're opening a “hornet’s nest".’ But as Emie 
mentioned during E-skip one needs to know the various 
formats on each frequency to help narrow down the 
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possibilities. As new stations clog the FM dial it will be 
necessary to distinguish the oldies from classic rock 
from top 40 from lame. Heh, how about ‘lm’ for 
lame~a/c, softrock. Does ‘rm’ really stand for ‘rotten 
music’? Does ‘A/C’ really stand for ‘all crap"? Heh! I'd 
like to see a Philly/South Jersey dial history. Would be 
interesting!” [I ruled out Ernie's suggestion as a great 
time-waster on my part, and something that would 
make clutter worse on the by-frequency pages of the 
“FM Atias."] 

“Bruce, don’t cut back your column because of some 
ungrateful members!” Bill exhorts. “Really! Tt would be 
hurting a majority of us WTFDA members! Why? 
Because of someone's comments? Keep up the excellent 
toil! Looking forward to MORE pages, regardless of 
‘comments’.” Bill sent an excellent article on pirate 
radio that was in the NY Daily News Magazine, Dec. 17. 
Why, the FCC even knows the street: addresses of many 
pirates not. yet busted. Only Bill has replied so far, and 
if others have comments I will print them, but only with 
reporter’ names. I won't print anonymous comments 

Speaking of pirates, Gordon Fenderson, Jr., mentions 
receiving on 104.7 and later on 106.3 during several 
early afternoons in 1989 “WOBS,” for as much as an 
hour at time, broadcasting “soft contemporary music, 
with a legal-sounding announcement, “The sounds of the 
seacoast are on WOBS 105.3 Old Orchard Beach’ [ME]. 
Tve seen no towers in this town; and, I understand, 
104.7 is assigned to Kennebunkport, about 16 km south 
of here, with several applications; tnd there has been a 
construction permit for many years for a 105.3 in 
Kittery ME, 55 km southwest of here. So I am 
wondering if ‘WOBS’ is simply a pirate station, or what 
is the situation here? . . . Could you please supply the 
current address of the WIFDA?” 

John Jefferson was able to take advantage of the 
Loma Prieta earthquake to DX, with only seven of San 
Francisco’s FM stations on the air. He found 100.3 the 
most productive frequency to camp on. An FM SCA 
customer in Detroit is enjoying a new form of DX: “The 
Sony radio [boombox] was received 12-27-89, You did 
excellent work on the radio, and for this 1 must 
‘commend you. Thanks for bringing SCA to my attention 
in the 8.89 Monitoring Times. Very interesting!” writes 
Sander J. Rabinowitz. 

On-and-off-agnin DXer Don Voegele’s heard the new 
KBVM *88.3 Portland OR, giving Salem a strong signal 
with Christmas music and easy listening, on 7 a.m. to 7 
pm. Knowing stereo KBVM's Catholic ownership, 
perhaps they're continuing Christmas music into 1990; 
year ‘round Christmas music a possiblitiy? KDNW *90.5 
Duluth and other stations on the NW College satellite 
network continued Christmas music well past Christmas, 
which I find a delightful trend. Not to digress, but Don’s 
thinking of adding a tunable Elf-II adapter to his 
Panasonic RF-2200 so he can DX an additional “band.” 

‘One of my TV Factbook buyers was Bill Dulmage, 
who sent $10 for a 1977 edition. Yes, 1977! But it was 
still full of relevant information, and over half that 
money was eaten up in mailing it to Canada. I still have 
the 1977 Services Volume. No station addresses, out in 
very good (but slightly musty) condition. Send $5 anc 
an SASE for US customers; $8 Canadian. It has the 
names of firms that do business with TV and cable 
systems, translators, CATV systems’ addresses, ete. The 
SASE is in case I have to return your check. I had to 
retum the checks of about four people who ordered the 
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1987 TV Factbook that I had, so I lost a dollar postage 
returning the checks. Bill found out it is cheaper to 
remit by Canadian Postal Money Order to the U.S. 
rather than using a personal cheque. “Besides the 
exchange rate, the banks here now charge a five dollar 
service fee for cheques written in U.S, funds! As if it is 
that much trouble for them. So my $10 cheque to you 
cost me $16.83 U.S., whereas the postal money order 
cost me $13.15 (exchange plus 1.25 service charge).”” 

Bill says CFMX.1 96.3 in the Toronto area tested 
with 100 kw for a couple of weeks. “I guess the results 
‘were good (there was no improvement this way because 
we have to protect CFMK Kingston). From what I 
understand, we have D.O.C. blessing, so just have to 
decide whether to apply to the CRTC for a power 
increase. We are still looking seriously at CKO’s 99.1. If 
and when the CRTC decides to open that frequency up 
for new applications, the competition will be very 
tough, I'm sure!”” CKO’s carrier has since returned with 
a pesky tone, probably to protect SCMO contracts on 
67 and 92 kHz, CFMX-1 and CFMX Cobourg had a 
“good ratings book. No major jumps for the most part, 
but good, steady growth! We seem to be catching on 
more and more. AMs really dropped in this Toronto fall 
book, too!”” 

Larry Weil mentions the demise of Canada's CKO 
network, saying he'll miss it when he travels to Canada, 
and he believes CBC AM stations in NB and NS may 
already have bitten the dust in favor of FM. 

Neil Griffin noticed the article in a recent VUD about 
wid Shapiro starting an organization for disabled 
joumalists, and he's starting to experiment with SCA 
DX. WOLEM Ames’ reading service to the blind is at 92 
kHz and is weak in Ottumwa IA, “but receivable when 
connected to an outside antenna.” He likes the FM 
‘Atlas, but its cover has worn out from usage. His 
solution was to apply contact paper to it. “Not only 
does it reduce wear and tear, coffee and soda spills wipe 
on” 

A NJ reader sent a newspaper article on Gerry Tuxro 
filing for low power FM at his translator serving Bergen 
County, No name was on the envelope; perhaps it came 
from Turro himself, Turro is now running a translator 
on 94,3 in Pomona NY, carrying WHTZ 100.3. This 
causes Karl Zuk to muse, “Boy, is this a useful addition 
to the band! There is absolutely nowhere where WHTZ’s 
signal doesn't pound into this county. I called co-channel 
stations WCTO and WJLK-FM and they just shrugged 
and said ‘We can’t do anything about it, WHTZ 
commented, ‘Well, we have an FCC license, and it 
doesn’t matter what you think!” . . This is some amazing 
one watt Turro is transmitting! He now has four 
translators in the area... Maybe he should start the 
‘Turro Translator network! He’s trying for LPFM, but 
good luck! Love the column! Keep up the good work.” 

‘A WHTZ consultant, Robert B. Mugrdechian, objects 
to what Karl says about W232AL. “I don’t agree that 
‘there is absolutely nowhere where WHTZ signal doesn't 
pound into this county’. There are plenty of spots 
where the signal drops out, due to mountains. . . With 
the translator, the problem is almost eliminated. As a 
further note, why did this person call WCTO and 
WJLK-FM? Neither one of these stations serve Rockland 
County! I know that W232AL is not reducing their 
‘coverage area either! He said he made field tests from 
Croton to Manhattan. Big deal! Croton is in Westchester 
County, not Rockland! Before this person wrote in he 
should ‘have done field tests in Rockland and Bergen 
Counties. In the town of Tallman (outside of Suffern) 
W232AL is barely listenable! Only eight km to the 
southwest! WCTO is ‘pounding’ into Tallman, so I don’t 
think they have a problem in Long Island. W232AL can 
be heard in some parts of Bergen. I even hear it here in 
Palisades Park, I don’t believe Z-100 was quoted 
correctly! . . . I agree that it doesn't matter what the 


CFMX-1 Test a Success 


February, 1990 


writer thinks. As a matter of fact, I do freelance work 
for 2-100, and the chief engineer has nothing to do with 
W232AL; it’s Turro’s project. . . In fact, Z-100 doesn’t 
mow where the translator is located in Pomona (not to 
mention the fact where Pomona is!). I was wondering, 
do you know the location? The only thing I could think 
of is the AM radio station WRKL 910 AM, That’s the 
only big tower in Pomona. If it is then, Turro must have 
some good connections! I'm sorry your writer doesn’t 
like the audio processing on WHTZ/Z-100. There are 
constant write-ups in ‘Radio World’ about how fantastic 
the set-up is. I just think that this person doesn’t like 
7-100. They are the #2 station in the U.S.A., so they 
must be doing something right.” [However, according to 
the lastest mings, Z-100 is at about No. 5 in the NY 
market, behind WPAT-FM and “lame” WLTW among 
others—b.e.] 

Dave Sinclair sent an article on 12 applicants for 
Toronto's last spot on the FM dial—92.5 mz at Oshawa, 
Applications are being heard based on the proposed 
formats of the stations, so once on the air with a certain 
format, you are locked in. It’s hard to change, unlike in 
the United Snakes. “Since CKO our all news station 
went off the air in Vancouver and elsewhere, rumours 
are that others, all of which are local AM stations, are 
anxious to apply for the frequency for various formats. 
‘This will be interesting to see what happens.’ 

Now to news that is only partially reprinted from my 

“FMedia! newsletter. If I keep offending subscribers, this 

column may have to grow to take up the slack from the 
other publication, whose rates I have increased in an 
effort to cut down on subscriptions and ease our 
Workload in getting it out. You can test how good a 
reader I am of other VUD columns by consulting the 
feature, buried farther on, called ‘‘See Also.’ 


NewFM Station, Translator Grants 
‘AR Lowall 10.9 50000 hv; 150 m 
A North Hollywood KSKO-FM1 97.9 10-w booster of Long Bosch tation 
FL Tallohason *88.9 90000 hv; 379 m, FL Stat U. 
HI Libua *90,1 26000 hv; 100 m, HI Publie Redio 
IL Chicago "88.3 280 h,v; 38 m, d [directional antenna], St. Francis Xavier 
Collage 
KS Emporia 89.5 3000 h,v; 100 m, C. D. Cofflt 
KY Elizabethtown *90,9 7500 hv; 180 m,W. KY U. 
UA Baton Rouge *88.5 25000 hy; 83 m, J. Swonnart 
{UA Folsom (between Hammond and Bogalusa) 104.8 3000 hv; 100 m 
MI Allegan $2.3 860 bv; 183 m, Midpoint Best. 
MN Caledonio 94,7 3000 hv; 100 m, Ouse Best. 
MO Campbell 107.6 3000 h 
MO La Monte 97.1 1400 b, 
‘NE Omeha*88,1 1100 hv Family Stations 
NH Moultonboraugh KHSA (yes,"K''1) 108.9 74h, v: 608 m 
[NM Gallup KKOR- 1 84.6 5000watt booster of Gellup sation 
‘NM Hobbs KOKN 102.8 100000 hv; 518 m 
NY Ogdenaburg 88.7 3000 hv; 100 m 
NY Syracuse WVOA-1 105. 1 2500-watt booster of De Ruyter station 
[NC Raleigh 102.9:3000h;100 m 
‘OH Meryoville 105.7 3000 hv; 100.m 
‘OK Tishomingo 108.3 3000 
OR North Bend 107.3 100000 h, 41400 v; 169 m 
‘OF Nyse 98.7 3000 hv; 100 m, R. M, Mason 
‘TW Croswvills 102. 3000 h,v; 31 m 
‘TM East Ridge (Chattanooga) 107.9 3000 hv; 100m 
‘TX Burnet 92.5 2400 h,v; 100m 
“TX Johnron City 107-8 50000, v; 180 m 
TX Lufkin *88,8 35600 b,v; 203 m, LA State U 
VA Dublin *91.5 10 watts h, 90 watts vertical; 367 m, Golden Rule 
‘Organizational Workshop, ne. 
‘VA Exmore 108.1 3000 hy; 100m z 
VA Salle 106.1 3000 b,v; 10 m 
Call Letters Assigned to DX Targets 
AL Linden 102.8 WNPT-FM (from WBAN) 
‘AL Rumllvil 97.7 WKQL (ZX) 
‘AZ Ajo 98.3 KTTZ 
‘AZ Engar 82.5 KTHO (KVAQ) 
KZZP"-FM" (KZZP-FM;AM has new cals) 


FCO-FM 


‘AZ Yuma "88.9 KAWC-FM (KARO; KRRG calls 
‘remain jn Lafeyotte LA, 95.5) 
‘AR Groenwood 108.3 KZKZ'"-FM"* (KZKZ-FM; 
‘AM has neve calls) 
CA Morgen Hi} 98.1 KRAC (89° (strict), 
CA Stockton 99,3 KIOY (KJAX), "Joy/ 
CA Visalia 98.1 KGYU. 
CA Winton 98.7 KEAL 
(C0 Grand Junction 92:3 KIYE-FM (KVEE-FM) 
107.9 KIOB (KJYE) 
(C0 Pueblo 107.1 KGRO”-F 
4107.9 KRYT"FM" (KRYT-F 
(CO Vail 108.7 KSKE (KVM) 
EL Beverly Hills 97.1 WEOA, 
FL Calloway 103, 5 WBKL (WXDZ) 
FA Dogwood takes Estat °81.1 WJED. 
FL Holmes Beach 98.7 WAYP 
FL Lake City 94.3 WNFB (WOPD) 
FL Lakeland *91,9 WFO (WWOL) 
FL Peniseote 101.5 WTKX-FM (WTKX) 
FL Riviera Booch 94.3 WOLL (WMXA), oftfes) 
FL Solana 105.3 WHLC 
GA Clayton 104.1 WOX (WLEA) 
GA Fort Valley 87.8 WKXK (WWE), mm 
A Gordon 107.1 WYGO (WOXM-FM) 
GA Lakolond 105.9 WHFE {Pood City) 
HI Honolula*89,3 KIPO-FM (KIPO;AM isin/ 
1D MeCall "91.7 KBSM. 
IL Aurora 107.8 WYSY-FM (WYSY) 
iL Lynmvitte 107.1 WEAL 
IL Mount Carmel 94,9 WRBT (WYER-FM) 
HL Pana 100.9 WXKO-FM (WKXK); AM isin 
Fort Valley GA; til k 
IN Roanoke 106.1 WOTX (WHOR) 
WA Clinton 98.1 KMJC-FM (KLIO}; AM it in EI 
“Magic 98°" 
OCD (KSSC-FM) 
KY Whitley City 105.8 WHAY 
LA Bunkie 104.3 KRBG 
CA Houma 107.5 KIXA (KIL) 
ME Madison 97,5 WHAA 
ME Pittfild 98.5 WFOV 
(ML Barapa 106.3 WNL (WAM) 
MI Detroit 92.3 WMXO (WVAE),r, uses slogan 
"The Mi,” but always with cals 
MI Gaylord 95.3 WAJ2".FIM™ (WMLAZ-FM; AML 
hes new call) 
MI Mount Plessant 108.3 WCZY (not WMMI) 
MI Norway 84.3 WZNL (WNWY) 
MI Oscoda 100.1 WCLS 
(MI Suurpis 99.3 WMSH-FM (WSTR-FM) 
MN Jackson 105.3 KRAQ. 
MN Wabasha 102.5 KWMB*.FM** 
MS Clevoland 107.7 WZRI {in Bil ox) 
MS Gulfport 107.1 WXLS-FM (WXLS; AM is! 
1. WKNN-FM (WKN) 
17 KZAX 
MO Parryvil $3.1 (not 108,7) KRAA 
MO Republic 99.5 KADI {from KTM) 
MO Washington *89.8 KENV (back ta/ 
MT Wost Yell omrtone 96.5 KRGS 
NE Hang "B81 KANE FM : 
NE Lexington 88.7 KUNE-FM 
NE Norfolk °89,3 KXNE.FM 
INV Les Vegas 108, 1 KRBO (KLTN) 
NV Coughlin 107.9 KLUK 
NJ Margot City 98.1 WFOU 
NM Angel Fire 9.1 KAFR. 
NM Grants 109,9KDYC ——_{m (100000 hw) 
NM Rorwall 160.5 KSFX (nat KURA), 37/ 
106.5 KURO (not KSFX) 
NM Taos 99.9 KRBJ 
NY Cape Vincent 94.7 WAH 
NY Catsili $8,5WOKZ 
NY New Patz $88,7 WENP 
NY Poughkeepsie °88.7 WMHX"".FM” 
NY Usies 100.7 WEIF 
NC Dunn 103.5 WRCO-FM (WDKS; AM isin 
New Britain CT), ("rock") 
NC Elizabethtown 105.7 WGOR (WSAD) 
NC Erwin °88.3 WUAW 
NC Nags Hood 923 WPIA 
OH Caldwall 104.8 WWKC (WNOV) 


102.7 Chattanooga Area Mystery Solved 


(OH Coat Grove 97,1 WXVK 

‘OH Crestline 98.7 WAPO (WHOH) 

OH Ironton *88.1 WOUL-FM (WOUL) 

‘OH Loudomille 107.7 WBZW (WLMA) 

OK Bathany 104.9 KKNT (KJIL) 

PA Franklin 99.3 WERA-FM (WVEN) [mono 

PA Jersey Shora 97.7WAKK(WYRS), tI m,/ 

PA Masontowm *106.9 WAIL 

PA North East 100.8 WRKT-FM (WRKT) 

A Patton 94,7 WBRX (WHUM) 

PA Port Allogany 94.9 WHKS (WNSY) 

PA Sharpevile 95.8 WOJY-FM (WMGZ-FM; AM 

Iain Farrall PA, “Joy"" 

PA Tioga 3.3 WPHD (WKGV) 

A Tobyhanna 107.9 WPMR 

RI Providence 101.6 WWBB {WA GALFM) 

SC Allan *89,1 WLIK (back to, from WTUC) 
‘91.7 WTBI-FM (WHBS); AM isin 


‘SC Williston 94.7 WAAW 
80 Custer 105.1 KUAA 

‘TN Huntingdon 83,7 WBVD. 
‘TM South Pittsburg 97.3 WKXI 
‘TX Abilene 92.5 KFA 

‘TX Crane 100.9 KAIR 


‘TX Galveston 104,9 KGWV (KATY), 1, “Weve” 


‘TX Hart ngan *88.9 KMBH"- FM" 
TX Hondo 88.5 KRBH 
TX Kilgore *88.7 KTPB. 
TX Lufkin °98.9 KLON 
‘TX San Angelo 83.9 KTEO-FM (KTEO) 
‘TX San Saba 97.1 KFRJ (KBAL-FM) 
‘TX Sauth Padre Inland 82.7 KOVA (not KIB, 
which iin Caldvall TX, 95.1) 
953 KESO 
‘TX Tyler 104,1 KEK. 
LUT Brigham City 100.7 KDOE (KSB) 
UT Tremonton 105. 1 KBX0""-FM" (KKVU-FH) 
VA Alberts 107.7 WGNJ 
VA Coder Bait 107-7 WIHT 
VA Williamsburg 96.5 WOSF (WOSE”-FM"*) 


WA Colfex 102.3 KRAO Uk(ountry) 
WA Richland 102.7 KORO-FM (KORD),/ 
WY Lindl de *106.7 WHF 


|W) Menomonie 82.1 WMEQ-FM (WMEQ) 

WY Kemmerer 107.3 KRGA 

WY Wortand 96.1 KKLX (KWOR-FM), om 

‘ON Fort Frances °90.§ calls exumed to be 
C8QT-1 (from CBOT) 

‘ON Windsor 88.7 CIMX (CJOM), 88.7 The Mix 
(strict; mover uset eal Lette). 


Facilities Changes Granted (Selected) 


‘AK Anchorage KATB *89,3 11800 b, 15400 v; 
86m {mm (100000 h,v), C1 
‘AR Harsaon KWNO 102.8 288). a), ¢ 
‘AR Osceola KMPZ 88.1 100000 hy (3 
{A RidgeeretKZIO-FM 92.7 1500} 
‘CA Sueramanta KYDS °81.5 410 b;33 m 
‘CA Shae An KWZ-FM 96-7°3000 83 m 
FL Bonifey WTBB 97.7 307 m (92000 hy) (C2 
FL LiveQek WOHL- FM 98, 150000h,v (113 m),/ 
LABdlls Chase KNOK 102.8 6000 (100 m} 
LA Oakdale KICR-FM 98, 7 {from 104.9) 24000 
vi 173 m,C2 
‘Mo Emmittra WATS *89,8 1000 h,v:44:m 
MAA thal WCAT-FM 98,9 1900 hv: 124 m; ON 
AIR, , TU, 67 (telemetry) Cat," $? 
NY Portona W232AL 84,3 hae WHTZ 100.3 
NewerkiNJ ont, not WKOSS2.7 Middletown 
NY South Bristol WZSH 95. 1 130 m (50000 h,v) 
NC Concord WPEG 87.3 446 m (100000 4 }1C 
NC Reldna WMH 102.1 982008, 0;367'm,/ 
NC Wilson WAHD *90. § 3800 h,v; 30 m{348 m 
NC Wington Salem WEDD *88.§ 38000 bv! 
WSNC "86.3 2000 hv;689 m [monophonic 
(OH Cocia WEIR-FM 108.8 2500h,v;107 m,/ 
‘RI Midletowm WOTE 100.3 82 (3000 hv; CP 
for 96 m canceled; moving trom 100.1) 
“Tx Austin KHFI98.1 (moving rom 98.3) 211 m 
(100000 hv) 82.3) 1900 hv; 115 m 
‘TX Livingston KETX-FM 92.1 (back to, from/ 


fe1 
m,/ 
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VA Charlottesville WWTU *88.3 200 bv; 517 m 

VA Ruckersvilla WXZY 92.1 1600 hv: 147 m 

PO Montreal CIBL 101, 6 (from 104.7, moving 
‘rom 104.8) Seems the 104.7 frequency 
tests caused sovers interference to the 
‘bandl Since there is no other frequency 
‘vailablein the Montros! market, CIBC asked 
the CRTC for permission to use a frequency 
resurved to St-lan-aur- Richelieu. The CRTC 
has just approved i.” To broadcast from the 
‘Olympic Tower in Montreal this month. 


Stereo, or to be $tereo 


CA East Porterville KPOR 100.6, rm, on sit 
CA Greenacres KRAB 106.3, ¢, now on sir 
CA Kings Beach KBCH-FM 107.7 


‘NH Hennikar WNNH 88.1, nay on with 


PA Elizebethville WEIZ 100.6, k 


Mono 
A Coatings KNGS 100.1, k ““But they've been 
and likly wil return in storeo as 


y KTRO 104.3, “broadcasting in 


‘See Also January VUD For: 

AR Pino But 9.9 cae are now KOLL, 
olldies}, with ‘Kool 96° nonID, Merrill, and 
‘Station Nows, p. 14 ["WYFM,"* Cooper, p.17 

GA Columbus" B85 call waWY FR, not! 

GA Trenton the mystery 1027 now sled at 
the sation heard ttn inthe Chatancoge 
Haran 1927, not 8.1, cl 
havea tre, unknown format, 

1A Fairfield calts (under ““Power-96,"" Merril, p. 
14) KIIK, not KMD, 

MO Grazonvile WHEY 103.1 Country 108 
nontD rom "Bay Country"), Cooper, p17. 

I Alpena WATZ-FU 98.3, Falconer, 12 

Mi Maraall WELL-FM 108.9 ited pow 
elived to be beck tom Falcone, 12 

MN Colleges *88.8 case KNSR, not 
“RSNA,” Marl 14 

MO South West ity KWMG. it frequancy a: 
013, not 108.1 nde, ths moved to 
103.1 write anit ea know for ure. | 
real no word fom the FC thet 103.1 has, 
bean proponed for this station Iti Stereo}, 
x, Buntin p20. 

(NJ Cape May WSJL (not ""WCJL") 102.3, still 
mmanophonie? Cooper, 0.17. 

Ns Hane WONG "6.3 10 wets, but has 
vor, Mindy, p. 13, 

NY Binhmton WAAL 88.1 ry stll“Hot FM, 
Faeoner, p13 

NY Utica 98,7 calls changed to WLZW (from 
WHY2), mn, “ame,” gh, BN? Station 
News .14, NY" WLTW should therefore be 
mato "lama. Or would you sy mi? 

'Nc'Greewile WNCT-FM 107.9 format change 
{rom tr, Cooper, 17 

NC Jacksonville WKO 98. 7 ofidies],, “Coot 
98.7," Cooper, p: 17 

(OH Batlewe WAR 82.1, “heavy met, nd 
“*W-92," Falconer, p. 12. 

(OH Chlicothe WECE 94,3, no nan (no 
“Stereo 94°"), saying “WFCB 94 FM,” 
Falconer, 1 

OH Columbus WMGG 99.7 op, "’Magic 99-7 
FM" Falconer. 12 

‘OH Defence WZ0H 108.9 now 106.7 2," not 
“24087 Falconer, . 12 

OOH Lime WTGN 97.7 fspimiion 97 nonlD, 
Falcone, p. 13 

WLS 104 8, §, "Lie 105," Falconer. 12 

OH tideletown PFB-FM 1059 all country 
now, no kg? Falconer, p. 12. 

CH Wapekonete W200 82.1 82-200 nonld 
(tram "Z0082")Fucane,p. 12 

(OK Choctaw "8.3 I iiat elise K2028H, not 
°*K20280,"" on si, Bunn 20 

PA Ebensburg WIV 88, follies, Conilio 


FCC-FM 


v [Conigtio, 17 

PA Saltadasburg WKHL 95.5 oll dies), §,/ 

RI Narragansett Pier WPJB (not "WBJB") 102.7 
itformay, some c, but need to know if stereo 
tr any nant or dual-cty 1D, Cooper, p. 17 

‘TN Graysville WAYB 95.7 $, mc, parallel to 
WAYA 93.9 Spring City, Push, p. 20 

TX Lake Jackoon KZPX 107, 5 at 29-17-16; 
95-13-53, Merril, p. 14 

‘TX San Marcos KEY/-FM 103.5 is at 30-02-42; 
97-52-80, so Frank Marrill (p. 14) can 
‘caleulate his DXtances 

VA Norfolk WLTY 85.7 oftdiasl, Cooper, p. 17 

WV WheslingWEEL 97.3 mr, from b, sill ‘Wheel 
FM,” Falconer, p. 13 

‘ON Thunder Bay CSD 96.3 beck to""94 FIA” 
from “Hot FM," Falcone, p. 13 

(ON Toronto 99.1 former CKG station returns 
carrie to air with tone, presumably to 
protect SCMOs, Conigif p. 17 

FMosificaton for selectivity by Bill Niensjadly, 
p.34,looks to bea good idea, and when | get 
a naw supply of 6-E Superadios [18 are on 
order], | plan to give the mcd a try. Als, | 
may try tin the GM/Dolco radto that came 
0n our newetonus "87 Oldsmobile. 


Format Changes 
Format are the seas in the “FM Atos” 


‘AL Dothan WESP 102.54, “AC/oties"* 
‘AR Noshville KNAS 165.6 nm, “Drake soft AC‘* 
(CT Hartford WLVH-FM $3,7 ral! weather, until 

tale of station), no tU, 67, but tE, 92. 

GGA Lonsburg WIKX 103.7 klountry], $? 

GA Lyons WLYU 92.5 K, Sltereo}? 

1N Brazil WSOM 97.7 k 

|W Indianapolis WAKIC 1083, notmr. "Now 
Fock-garbage lik several dozen others... ASK 
\yourreeders to consider when they buy rock 
tmusic how many drug habits they ore 
supporting. The fact thet rockis very popular 
simply means there are aft of fools! 

IN Linton WOTY 83.5 m, “E2/big bands.” 

UA New erie KOEA 89,1 mr, “Unis Special, 
soft AC [103.5 k 

LA Tioge KISY/ {r, “Thunder 107°" 

ME Lewiston WTHT 107.5 (was WBLM),/ 

ME Portand WLM 102.8 (wes WTHT), rp, 

‘Mi Marshall WELL-EM 108.3 , SMN adult 
standards (see “See Also,"" above) 

MI Sandusky WTGV 87.75 

MS Philadelphia WWSL 102.3 rm 

MQ Merahll KMMO-FM 102.9 k 

MO Owonsvile KLZE 95.3, SMN Pure Oldies 

MO Washington KSLOFM 104.5 m, ‘standards 

[NM Bloomfield KCEM-FM 106.8 K 

NY Vest WMXW 103.3," [weekends 

‘OH AkronWAPS *88. 11, adaingethnie/ 

‘OR Newport KYOT 102.51, CHR 

PA York WOXA 106.7 1, "Hot 105.7" 

SC MoncksComerWNdY@ 1), "AC, n 

WY Keyser WKZG 107.1 KS 

Wi Wauwatore-Miveuse WEZW 103.7 mr, 
“soft AC" (from b),$Light BZ 108" 

ON Midland CFLX 88 i, Ponstanguish 
1018, Perkinfild 89.7 mosdy dead ai, but 
‘ond@hoursa week from 6 to9a.m., then sgn 
‘on again a5 pan, French, country and jazz 
musi. Evening shows done by volunteers, 
but financing a problem. Stereo? 

PA Drummondville CJOM 92.1 mr, “French sot 
AAC... will ammounce plans fr their AM, 
station CHRD [now alent] in January.” 

“Encl onedismy renewal check for FMedial Keep 
itcoming and no mercy to sacred cows!” 

“1m going ta pass on renewing FMetia! | get 
‘more publications than | hava ime to read” 

Off Air, Or Not Yet On 

HL Rantoul WLTM 98,1 

IN Attica WBOR 96.7, 

IN Bloomfield WBHO 101.1 

IN Ken and WPNI 101.7 


Rock Music Fans All Fools? 


1 City WFAS*B9.5;""Does CP stl! 


INV Carson City KRWR 94.7. “*KNIS itil 
around, although it was of for several deys 
justas the call change was ennaunced, It's on 
‘and off currently, as though the management 
‘ware trying to minimize expenditures until 
they unl oad it 

NM Alamogordo KINN 105.3, stil! on 105.5 

NM Lordsburg KXKK 97.9, still on 87.7 

NY Valhalla WARY *88, 1, still on 88.6. “Pretty 
‘decent signal forthe 

jeschadule; rarely doos one heer ther.” 


Mistakes, FM Atlas-12 
Ml Port Huron WNFA *88,3 *missing, p. 112 
WORW "31,9 remove $, 9. 112 
NM Ruidoso KBUY-FM is93.6, not 95,3, . 65 
BC Kamloops CHRK 97.5, not 97.3, p. 91 map 
BC Kelowna CHIM (now CKLZ) 104.7, not 

104.1, p- 91 map 
ON Chatham CKSY 95,1 add, p. 129 
‘SCS Nowe (selected item) 

DXingPhysiciansRadioNetworknowimpossible, 
Network quit SCA after 16 year, hoping to be 
‘nat night on selected AM stations by spring. 


NonlDs, Not Just Slogans 


FL Green Cove Springs WZAZ-FM 92,7 2-93 
Favor FM, sil sfou!) 

FL Jackeomille WAPE 95,1 still Power-96. 
“They did not change format to oldies." 

FL St Augustine WSOS 105.5 SOS 105-5 

MI Detroit WJO} 96.1 10 nonlD, always giving 
calls with “WeJoy" 

WOMC 104.3 n0.nonlD, no“*Music Now” 

MN LitchfieldSt. Cloud KMXX 84.9 (having 
‘moved from 96.3), ""The Mix.’” 

NC Char otte\WOXC 104, 7 Mix 108. 7,““WMIX.’ 
‘And “they even hav 4. 7- WML 
Htis amazing how the FCC permits this.” 

‘TX Winneboro KWNS 104.9 Super Country 104, 

Instead of the more iogical K-105"” 

ON London CiaM 103.1 0-103 

‘John Abel, VP of Executive Operations, NAB, 

tfalms the average fulltime AM station today has 

anetloss of $3973 against $248,679 in revenue, 

with AM station values slipping an average of 

four percent annually. Richard Blackburn, 9 


‘noncompetitive and not a factor in the market 
place.”” 


One Pirate Challenges FCC, While Others, 
‘Surroptitiously Operate or are Shut Down 


"WTRA," a one-watt "community" 
station in ‘Springfield IL_continues to 
‘operate on an unspecified FM channel in 
defiance of FCC rules, Dewayne Reads, 
the community organizer in whose apart. 
ment the,station operates, was fined $750 
last spring and ordered off the air. The 
followingmonth, he turned the transmitter 
back on and announced he would not pay 
the fine, The FCC then gave him until 
ct, 31 to cough up the money and shut 
down. As of mid-November, the station 
was still on the air, with’ the Justice 
Department about to begin legal proceed: 
ings against it. The FCC rule that stations 
have a minimum power of 100 watts is a 
policy that "effectively keeps low-income 
people off the air, since the cost of 
setting up 2 100-watt station isa prohibi- 
tive $40,000 compared with the $600 
used for WTRA.” WTRA is at 420 North 


‘Antonio Heights area” of Los Angeles, 
‘and operating with 3 “good format” and 
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no commercials. Reception was in East 
Los Angeles. 

‘The FCG shut down an unlicensed 
station on 905 in Erlanger KY. Thomas 
Cason was fined $750 "and surrender 
to the FCC. The second 


This station was an archrival of the 
recently-busted WHOT, and rumor has it 
WHOT sold their soul to the devil, so to 
speak, and finked on WJPL, hence bust 
‘umber two. The pirates have all been 
quiet, except for an oddball pirate in the 
Bronx that occasionally broadcasts reli- 
‘ious programs in Spanish on 91.9, The 
FCC is using a new method of bust. They 
will monitor 2 pirate station for a while, 
then get’ search and seizure warrant, A 
tuck pulls up in front of your house and 
they present you with some paper and do 
somemovingof materials in thelr direction. 
Neither WHOT nor WPL have been 
Fined, jailed, or penalized in any other 
way than losing their equipment. 


‘Dynamo Radio Works With Cnmk Power 


‘A small FM-AM radio with built-in 
flathlight is seen as solving the problem of 
‘communications in the Third World, where 
‘the price of batteries can be prohibi 
{f will plug in for 12 hours to provide a 
fully-charged battery that will play for 72 
hours; however, the unique thing is it can 
bbe hand-cranked with a builtin generator. 
Ft will operate for about two hours after 
about 10 minutes of cranking at 120 
RPM. "The longer and faster you crank, 
the longer the radio will operate." Retail 
is $44.95 in the U.S. with en AC adapter 
andexira lshlightbulb, For more informa 
tion contact B-N-Genius, 22121 Crystal 
Creek Blvd, S.£., Bothell WA 98021. 
‘Another radio is in the works, which 
would play from solar power. It would 
play best in bright, shade or near 3 
window in sunlight, "delivering audio of 
remarkable quality to the speakers." FM 
and FM-AM models are planned, at $40- 
$50 retail. For more information contact 
‘The Vanguard Trust, H C-02, Box 14765, 
‘Arecibo PR 00612, 


(Other Smial-Print Happenings and FM Industry 
Nowe 


“The FCC has granted Group W per- 

manent waiver of the one-to-e-markot rule to 

allow joint ownership of WMMR 93,3 and KYW 
‘TV inPhilodelphis, 

WMGB 103, 1 and AM Georgetown 

for failure to 


neti plans to challenge the FCC's decision 
admonishing it for carrying edvetzing, The 
station vis fot fined, but stil the FCC felt the 


tons serious anough to werranto letter and 
‘warning of posible more severe sanctions in the 
future, One of the mention inthe letter 
sexcribed Jiffy- Lube as offering a discount to 
WVXU listoners, and the FCC found the word 
“discount” offensive, Since then, WVXU's eopy- 
Fighters have been busy rewording the ennounce- 
‘ments ta remave other words the FCC might find 
affensive, including exhortations. The station 
ssid i's lost $12,000 since miceNovember, and 
‘this experience at WVXU has hada “chilling 
sffect’” on public sttions in other markets. 
Would-be underwriters now "don't fe! i's 
‘worth ittoundervnite programs. They don’t feet 
they're getting thelr dollar’ worth." WVXU will 
bbeasking the FCC to remove the admonishment 
{samy the station's record. 


Taily, oe ; 
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GREG CONIGLIO 
5100 GLENWOOD DRIVE 


NORTHERN FM-DX 
WILLIAMSVILLE, NEW YORK 14221 


For DXers in: Canada, ME, VT, NH, MA, CT, RI, NY, PA, NJ, OH, ML IN, IL, WI, MN, IA, NE, SD, ND, MT, WY, ID, WA, OR 
FEBRUARY 1990 DEADLINE: THE 1ST 
Welcome to this decades second column. E-skip was noted wellinto FM by 

y many on December 
15; there was also some Es at the start of the new year. To start off this month we have two new 
reporters to the column, one from New Jersey and one from Ohio. Remember, everyone is 
welcome to reportto Northem FM DX, let's hear from some more of you 


RICHARD K. SHATFAN - 39 OLD MIDDLETOWN ROAD - ROCKAWAY TWP, NEW JERSEY 07866 


Equipment: JVC JR-S 201 receiver, Winegard CS-6065 40’ AGL on rotor with Radio Shack 
db Variable amp with Radio Shack Variable attenuator hooked in, peas 


Ive been FM and TV Dxing since 1977. FM Totals are 381/29DC/2/2 from NYC metro area. 242, 

20DC/1/2 w/in 25 miles of current QTH (since 1987). Moved to Rockaway Township from ‘lena 

City on Sept. 1. Former site had aerial on top of three story building overlooking Meadowlands 

Meads ‘to East (World Trade Center was four miles away). (WELCOME to Northem FM Dx, 
ichardl-ge) 


‘SEPTEMBER 22. 1989 TROPO continued 
0158 WBSS 97.3 NJ Millville, Disco, Boss 97 
0209 WPEL 96.5 PA Montrose. religious ID 


SEPTEMBER 10, 1989 GROUND WAVE/TROPO 
0050 WJPL 91.9 NY Brooklyn, pirate, est. 40 miles 
0059 WMGS 92,9 PA Wilkes Barra, Magic 93 
0105 WKRZ 98.5 PA Wilkes-Barre, 98.5 KRZ 
0207 WNIX 96.3 MA Nantucket, ID with WOXR off 1749 WWEM 89.1 NJ Trenton, thru WFDU/WNYU 
‘SEPTEMBER 13 TROPO 
1806 WUSB 90.1 NY Stony Brook, Pacifica News, 

new from Northem New Jersey 

bees yaa 89.9 PA Scranton, rock, ID through 


2180 WQHQ 104,7 MD Ocean City, @-105 

2159 WESM 91.3 MD Princess Anne, ID 

2189 WVLT 92.1 NJ Vineland, ID 

2202 WBAZ 101.7 NY Southold, Mets Baseball 

2233 uniD 107.3 "107 FM", 60's music 

2256 WZXL 100.7 NJ Wildwood, ID 

2257 WHFM 95.3 NY Southampton, ID 

2326 WMINR 88.1 CT Monroe, classical mx, fist time from. 
Northem New Jersey 


OCTOBER 24 TROPO 

0050 WIHS 104.9 CT Middletown, religious, ID 

0100 WKPE 104.7 MD Orleans, Cape 104 

0120 WBIC 91.5 MD Battimoré,, classical, ID, in solid 
0124 WEGB 89.7 NY Kingston, now a regular 

0140 unid 100.9 soft rock, likely WTYD New London, 


‘SEPTEMBER 14 TROPO 
0017 WDAS 105.3 PA Philadelphia, ID thru very local WDHA oc 
1 


QCTOBER 26 TROPO 
105. 0916 unID 105.7 “Hot 105.7" likely York, PA 
0100 WCWP 88.1 NY Brookville, ID 0940 WQEQ 103.1 PA Freeland, ad for Newspaper 


in Hazetton. 
2321 WKEM 104.7 NY Fulton, 104,7 Kx FM through local_-—_‘| 1000 WPKT 90.5 CTI 
TeiTinG gue tomers week 1.5 CT Middlefield, Conn. Pub. Radio 
2331 WDRC 102.9 CT Hartford, Oldies D-103 0043 WLAN 96.9 PA Lancaster, heavy metal, FM 97 
under local WQHT 97.1 


0106 WNCE 101.3 PA Lancaster, ID 
| NOVEMBER 12 TROPO: 
2331 WESS 90.3 PA Stroudsburg, ID 
DECEMBER 6 TROPO 
2251 WELY 99.3 NY Ellenville, Muzak with ID 


‘SEPTEMBER 22 TROPO 
(0031 WIC 96.5 CT Hartford, through WWDB 
0109 W276A@ 103.1 NJ Ft.Lee. through WGNY with 

WALK program. is a regular here at 37 miles. 
0121 WEAZ 101.1 PA Philadelphia, through local WCBS-FM 
0125 WHFS 107.9 MD Annapolis thru WEBE. 
0186 WoLC 1083 MO Pances Arne. 

incess Anne, Il z 

(0145 WPLR 99.1 CT New Haven, thru local WAWZ Nether Niwinoca WNTOLoRneGn 
Locals to North and West are weak. WYNY 103.5NYC at 40milesknocks out WNNJ 103.7 atabout 
12 miles, WBAB at about 70 miles can be received through local WSUS, only 12 miles away. 
WFMY in Blaristown, just 20 miles way, competes with WVIP Mount Kisco at 60 miles and WHTG 
Eatontown at about 50 miles. However, NYC locals are weak and DX may be heard under other 
locals once the season starts up again, Ourlocation is at a high point intown and only hassome 
small blockage to the Northeast in the form of a. mountain two miles away. Unfortunately, we 
are inahighpoint facing to the Southeast, where the NYC xmtrs are, so even low power stuff from 
NYC, the Island, and Northem New Jersey Shore are strong. 
STATION NEWS: Word has it WMMS 100.7 in Cleveland has given up its Top 40 slant and 
begun concentrating on more ofan A.O.R. approach. KHYI 94.9 in Dallas is still Top 40, despite 
rumors of its demise. WKQX 101.1 Chicago is moving more toward a "lite Top 40" approach. 


NORTHERN FM DX 


FEBRUARY 1990 


GEORGE G GREENE - 1527 SUNSET AVENUE - AKRON, OHIO 44301 


Equipment: Mcintosh MR-78, CM Stereo Probe 9 w/rotor at 35° 


wet 


DECEMBER 15. 1989 E-SKIP 

1605 unID 927 Marco or some one in the Port Charlotte 
area; numerous commericials in the area. 

1614 WKZY 92.1 FL LaBelle, "Cozy Country” music 

1620 WLVE 939 FL Miami Beach, adult contemporary music, 

Love 94 slogan. 

1621 WRXK 96:1 FL Bonita Springs, first time heard on this 
frequency, album rock. 

1625 WIXI? 105.5 FL Naples Park, is this the adcon using 

Class 105? Spot for Jetson Rents 

1626 WCMQ 92.3 FL Hialeah, various Span. ad.con stuff 

1630 WRMF 97.9 FL W-Palm Beach, w/adcon, traffic, etc. 

1632 WHEW 101.9 FL Fort Myers, country music, spot for 
furniture store 

1635 WINK 96.9 FL Fort Myers, CHR, song #13 on the Home 


DECEMBER 15.1989 E-skip cont 

+1640 WOR] 107.7 FL MtDora, traffic report, adcon music 

(No doubt it was them but calls are now WIYO-ge) 

1643 WEAT 104.3 FL W. Palm Beach, Ist time on new fre 
quency, w/ EZ music 

1640 WHVE 1025 FL Sarasota, mellow rock / new age 
music 

1647 WFLZ 93.3 FL Tampa. "Power 93", Newport Beach 

(Club Ad, CHR music. 

1651 WIQY 1067 FL Ft.Lauderdale, soft adcon music, 

traffic report, spot for County Line Lexus. 

1700 WMFQ 92.9 FL. Ocala, EZ-type music 

1702 WHT? 105.1 FL. Coral Gables, possbly them with 
black and urban music. 


Nice to see a good, though somewhat short, E-skip session this month as I was in the UK during the big 


ones during early July, hi. Local weather di 


was a heavy downpour of snow. 


| NOR’ FM DX, GI E- 
BOB ZENT - 1635 FRUIT STREET - HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 46750 


Figure it's about time to send another DX report since | haven't done so for awhile. 1989 
has been a very hectic year for me and I've had little time to DX. Doesn't look as though 
{t's gonna be possible to devote as much time to my hobby as | had in the past. Anyhow, 
here is a brief summary of what | found on FM last summer and fall. 


JULY 31, 1989 E-SKIP 

1207 KNIU 88.1 TX Denton 850 
AUGUST 3 TROPO 

0005 WNWC 1025 Wi Madison 240 
0006 WDEZ 101.9 WI Wausau 340 
0058 WLS 1065 WI Marshfield 335 
0100 WYCO 107.9 WI Wausau 340 
0201 WMOT 107.5MI Ishpeming 390 
0205 WGFM 105.1 MI Cheboygan 330 


AUGUST 3 E-SKIP 
1254 KMXR 93.9 TX Chorpus Christ! 1175 


1301 KDEA 99,1 LA New Iberia 850 
1305 KYKZ 96.1 LA Lake Charles 860 
1340 KTXT 88.1 TX Lubbock 1030 
1346 KZOR 94.1 NM Hobbs 1135 
1353 KTZA 92.9 NM Artesia 1200 
AUGUST 18 E-SKIP 

1045 WCVU 94.5 FL Naples 1060 


1054 WLPJ 91.5 FL New Port Richie 920 


1059 WSOR 90.9 FL Naples 1060 
AUGUST 19 GROUND WAVE 
7300 WCJC 99.3 IN Van Buren 17 


(new on the air) 


AUGUST 30 TROPO / G.W. 


0057 WMCI 101.3 IL Matoon 180 
(new on air) 

0100 WZOM 105.9 OH Defiance 55 
(new on air) 

AUGUST 31 TROPO 

(0000 WSTQ 97.7 IL Streator 180 

0200 WBNH 88.5 IL Pekin 225 
(new on air) 

SEPTEMBER 5 TROPO 

0959 WWKZ 103.5MS New Albany 490 

1000 WVRY 105.1 TN Waverly 360. 

1001 WDRM 102.1 AL Decatur 450 

SEPTEMBER 10 GROUND WAVE 

2259 WKSD 99.7 ON Paulding 40 
(new on air) 

OCTOBER 6 TROPO 

0007 WRED 95.7 OH Gibsonburg 100 


(new on air) 
NOVEMBER 19 GROUND WAVE 
2247 WHZR 103.7 INRoyal Center SO 
(new on air) F 
Best Wishes, Bob 


JOHN EEELING - 9209 VINCENT AVENUE - BLOOMINGTON, MINNESOTA 55431 


‘Asa final wrap for the year on 1989, would like to update the end of the year regarding my DXing... While 
reviewing my summer DX tapes prior to providing Bill Nienajadly a copy of an unID on 105.9 (which he 
and another DXer were able to ID as WNWK-NJ after hearing it), Iran across a weak ID for my July 4th 
unID on 107.9 as WVPSin Burlington, Vermont. Luckily I took the time to go through all of the tapes, as 
really didn't know what Ihad on them (I hate listening to "stale" DX tapes!). VT gives me my 48th state 
from Prosit, MN (Congratulations!-gc), so the two stations are added to my Prosit log. Also at the home 
base of Bloomington, I did some Geminid meteor shower DXing (via automation) the early morning 
hours of December 13, using only a vertical antenna. Lots of short bursts all night long, but ID's were 


scarce. Did manage to catch WKZL107.5 Winston-Salem, NC @ 0147; WMIW 1075 Jackson MS. 


NORTHERN FM DX FEBRUARY 1990 


IND WRAP-UP continues... 

.@0416 (Magic 107 FM and calls), and KSJT 107.5 San Angelo TX @ 0444 via MB. Other new loggings in 
loomington are 94.9 KMXK Litchfield/StCioud MN (ex 95.3) on Nov 18, 105.9 KWNG Red Wing, MN (ex 105.5) 
on Nov 21, 96.1 KOPR Austin/Albert Lea MN on Dec 13. have not spent much time at the dials the past few 
months, Reflecting back on my FM DX, 1989 was not a particularly good year up in this area as far as I am 
concerned. Each year it becomes more difficult to get IDs due to the crowded condition of the band. It won't be 
long and it will rival the congestion of the AM band. I first started FM and TV DXing in 1948 in Duluth (same 
city as Bruce Elving, but we were not acquainted then). Those early years, when an Es opening was in progress, 
one could expect a station to remain rather constant (sometimes for over an hour), not being constantly 
overridden by other stations as is the case today. It is my belief, based on over 40 years, that the 50s and 60s were 
the most rewarding years of the hobby. Back then, to me anyhow, the music one encountered was enjoyable and 
I could enjoy listening while waiting for the elusive ID. Today, there is so much abrasive "music?" on the air I 
quite often find ittiresome to DX and be subjected to somuch garbage while waiting foranID. One man's opinion! 
So much for the soap box. Will end for now and will update as time and conditions permit. Have a happy holiday 
season. Regents 


E05 eo 


MIKE BUGAJ - 69 SHERMAN ROAD - ENFIELD, CONNETICUT 06082 
Equipment: Carver TX 11 with Probe 9 at 30 feet. New are underlined 


‘SEPTEMBER 19. TROPO NOVEMBER 4 E-SKIP 

4947 WOEZ 100.9 PA Milton, Easy 101 1125 Brit Es into FM with 1. Oth 
2016 WGCB 96.1 PA Red Lion, g uniD Se 7 
SEPTEMBER 17 TROPO heard on 94.1, 929 
1345 WCVM 100.9 VT Middlebury, FM-101, k 


0650 WTVR 98.1 VA Richmond, FM 98 
1927 uniD 103.3 Defenitely Canada w/antenna pointed due 


FEBR 1990 


BILL NIENAJADLY'S REPORT - continued 


‘DECEMBER 17 METEOR SCATTER 
1123 WHTK 997 SC Port Royal, "...A winter storm watch 
is in effect for all of South Carolina...” again!!! 


‘DECEMBER 18 METEOR SCATTER, 

2214 WOZZ.99.7 WI Sturgeon Bay, "WQZZ" perfece timing 749 
DECEMBER 22 TROPO-SCATTER 

1647 WRDV 89.3 PA Westminster, Buck county's finest FM 70 


‘DECEMBER 24 TROPO SCATTER SSE 
0710 WRCK 1073 NY Utica/Rome 180 1717 GERVAIS STREET 
0713 WDBA 1073 PA DuBois, farthest PA to date 248 PO. DRAWER 80568 


DECEMBER 26 GW/TROPO. COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29250 
0200 WWPT 90.3 CT Westport, ID 


It sure looks like December was an all around DX filled month! Santa came early. A real 
surprise to have 2 days of E-skip on FM in a row! And December isn't over yet (It is now, hi- 
&c). FILTER MODIFICATION UPDATE: A recent test done in Clark, New Jersey with the Onkyo 
T-909 MK2 vs. Bob Smolarek’'s now modified Carver TX 11-A revealed that the filter modified 
tuners were in all respect just about as selective as the 2 Onkyo tuners! In fact all 4 tuner passed 
the sandwich test with no porblem. Target station WELV 99.3 (class A at 70-80 miles) received 
onall4 tuners despite 2 strong locals WAWZ99. 1 and WBAI99.5 close byl! A Dxer in Conneticut 
modified his 2 tuners with super results reported..So much in fact that he said he gets scatter 
from 200 mules in full quieting...ON THE ADJACENT OF STRONG LOCALS!!! Astounding to say 
the least! The filters are now $1.67 apeice or $13.38 for 10. 
Good DXing to all. BILL 
GREG CONIGLIO - 5100 GLENWOOD DRIVE - WILLIAMSVILLE, NEW YORK 14221 


Equipment: Same as before. |now have a Stereo Probe 9 but the weather has not been good 
enough to put it up yet. 


North, WODS nulied, FF wigirl DJ and rock 
(Rolling Stones, etc.) 


OCTOBER 23 TROPO 

2000 Coastal trops w/Norfolk and WSFL 106.5 in all evening 

0625 WZYC 103.3 NC Newport, Z-103 and focal spots. No 
sign of WPRB. 

0636 WSEM 107.5 NC Southport, Surt 107, taped them for 


15 minutes. 
0700 WMED 97.3 NC Wilmington, ID and CBS news on hour 


0653 WAKG 103.3 VA Danville, k 
0655 WOSR 107.7 MD Catonsville (105.7?-90) 
0715 WWMX 108.5 MS Bakimore 

0715 WRVL 88.3 VA Lynchburg, 9 

0733 WKZL 107.5 NC Winston-Salem, news 
(0735 WGMS 103.5 DC Washington 

0736 WAAI 100.9 MD Hurlock, k 

1734 WYCL 107.5 PA Reading 


DECEMBER 14 TROPO 
1710 WPJB 102.7 Rl Narrangansett, Bright 102.7 


Comments: WKZL 107.5 was originally heard by ES in 1975 using the calls WSGH. The only other 
pera heard by pn Tr and Es are KKYK 103.7 and KLAZ 98.5 (now KZOU) Little Rock. Hope 


holi 
y BIL ‘NE A, ADL 8 HIGHLAND AVE. - CLIFTON, NEW JERS! O7011 


Equipment: Same as before. 


1600 WRKF 89.3 LA Baton Rouge. cS 94,3 loggings: 

1602 WJIS 88.1 FL Bradenton, cals WLWY 94.3 NY Elmira: 

1611 W? 92.5 FL Safety Harbor, U-92, oldies WEOZ 94.3 PA Seagertown 
wos WXCR and classical. WEBI 94.3 PA St.Marys 

1613 WFLZ 93.3 FL Tampa, CHRS switch from oldies 94,5 loggings: 


1625 WMMK 92.1 FL Destin, local ads 

1626 WQBA 107.5 FL Miami, Spanish language 

1628 WZTA 94.9 FL Miami! Beach, Zeta 4, classic rock 
1634 WHGS 90.3 FL Haines City, local ments, weak! 


DECEMBER 14 TROPO-SCATIER 

1941 WKHL 95.5 PA Salladsburg. classic rock, 
statement on local snow emergency. 

1400 WJEM 93.7 Ml Grand Rapids. local WBLK off 

the ai, Classic hits, calls, far TiS at about 360 miles 


92PRO'FM 


relogs-WYYY. WOSE, WCEN (strong signal), WDAC, 
WCHR 
‘and WWSW, also WKLG 94.5 MI Holland, could be 
my 
farthest Troposcatter ever depending on tower 
location. 

(around 380 miles) 
(On 94,7 all relogs, WDSD, WSNY (strong signal), 
WFME, 


WCSX, and tentative WLIT. 
1730 WXCY 103.7 MD Havre de Grace, tuned in to 


NOVEMBER 14 TROFO 
(0820 WYMX 1065 VA Richmond, Oldies 106, ads 297 
1015 Had to leave-conditions weakening 
1248 Conditions gone! What am I dense? I forgot to 
check UHF I! #&**gigit! 
1836 WNNN 101.7 NJ Canton, confirmed by Joe Fela 
‘Thanks! 


105 


NOVEMBER 16 TROPO-SCATTER 
0700 WSEN 92.1 NY Baldwinsville, ID, finally! 205 
0709 WCNY 91.3 NY Syracuse, ID, ph# 451-WCNY, wx 201 


NOVEMBER 19 TROPO-SCATTER 

2008 WNNK 104.1 PA Harrisburg, Wink 1040/WAEB! 150 
NOVEMBER 20 

‘At 0230 locals 89.5 WSOU, 89.9 WKCR, 93.9 WNYC, 963 
WOXR, 101.9 WQCD all off! WAVT 101.9 Pottsville, PA 
relog and CFMK 96.3 Kingston, Ont. 

many bursts, some up to 5 seconds long! 


DECEMBER 12 METEOR BURST 
0652 WVLK 92.9 KY Lexington, ".Blue Cross and Blue: cae 
DR of Kentucky” 


Q0/- 


DECEMBER 13 MS. 

0704 WAPW 99.7 GA Allanta, "Power sports and 
Here's Cash with traffic, thanks Vicky..” 

2038 WHTK 99.7 SC Port Royal, "2 locations..or if 
you live in Beaufort or just passing by..." 


Note:Beaufort is 5 miles from Port Royal!! 664 
DECEMBER 14 E-SKIP- 

1890 EDGR 885 1A Sioux Center, ID maz 
1706 WMCU 89.7 FL Miami, ID 1085 
1709 WPOW 96.5 FL Miami, Power 96 1085 
1710 WGTR 97.3 FL Miami, ID 1085 


1717 WKIS 99.9 FL Boca Raton, Kiss, Country mx 1075 
1721 WAFG 903 FL FtLauderdale, many local 1080 
DECEMBER 15 TROPO-SCATTER, 


1758 WCTX 92.1 PA Palmyra, ID, X-92 128 
1801 WPEW 89.3 DC Washington, ID 
2323 WAER 88.3 NY Syracuse, FM 88 and weather 

for Syracuse, WBGO off the air 


0202 WXPN 88.9 PA Philadelphia, WSIA off 82 
1040 WYFI997 VA Norfolk, in for 15 minutes! 307 


calls. k 


WNED was offthe air apparently beacause ofa failure with their coax, andit took 3 daysto order 
more! |.am really looking forward to putting up that Stereo Probe 9, that added gain will help 
with the weaker stuff. | am also seriously considering making the fitter modification discussed by 
Bill Nienajadly See his report, and his special report last month for more details). | have heard 
nothing but good about these, and the prices right! Hopefully they can imporove the selectivity 
‘on my aging Pioneer TX-9100. Well, here's a ‘DXReview of 1989"; As John Ebeling comments, the 
FM band is filing up quick. In 1989 | lost 3 good frequencies to new locals: 89.1, 89.9, and 96.5, 
Two other station 94.5 and 95.7, also stopped signing off at midnight, going 24 hours. tis getting 
frustrating indeed. The year started out with little trop, but March was highlited by a great Aurora 
and some E-skip on the 13th. May and June were light for Trop, and skip, but the first week of July 
exploded in to the best E-skip week | have ever seen (July 4th was the highlight for many). Allin 
ll, July was much better than June for Es, the opposite of last year. August was above average 
forme for skip as well, and for trops. With Matt Sittel here visiting August 2nd will go down in history 
‘with 500+ trop to Wisc in the moming, and E-skip to Texas in the afternoon!!! September saw my 
farthest tropo logging ever with KWMU 90.7 St.Louis heard (about 680 miles). Since then things 
have really slowed down, and Ihave less DXing time. Anyway, thanks to all whoreportedin 1989, 
and keep up the good work! 134, 


Greg 
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Mailing Aude: PHOTO-NEwWSs 
PHO o PHOLD-NEUS - P. 0. Box 195 - Clarence, A February 1990 page2 
T waste ULNA 
Piotes submitted to PHOTO-NEUS become Thanks to Jeff for sharing that great 
the property of this column and will not DX opening with us Next time we'} 1 
te returned 


eon en By have fotos from Jerry Beaudin-Curtis, MI. 
FEBRUARY 1990 _ page 1 David 3. Nieman 


In this installment we put the wraps on fotos sent us by Jeff Kadet - Macomb 
Illinois. For equipment, see page 18 of Januarys VUD. 


KHTV-39 
Houston, Texas 
799 mile tropo 

seen Sept. 20, 1989 


f = KXLN-45 

HoT TV-38 Rosenburg. Texas 
meth wo 

" 825 mile troPpo 


seen Sept. 20, 1989 


KLTI-22 


KxTX<-39 
Galveston, Texas 


Dallas-Ft. Worth, T< 
820 mile tropo 


seen Sept. 20, 1989 
at 0400 CDTime 


645 mile trope 
seen Sept. 20, 1989 
at 0525 CDTime 


IKHSH-67 
Alvin, Texas 
799 mile tropo 

seen Sept. 20, 1989 


WNED-17 
Buffalo, New York 
620 mile tropo 
seen Sept. 28, 1989 
at 0435 CDTime 


KWKT-44 KTMD-48 WNPB-24 
Waco, Texas Galveston, Texas Morgantown, Wy 
731 mile tropa B20 mile tropa ‘ 579 mile tropo 
seen Sept. 20, 1989 seen Sept. 20, 1989 SSS Seek. So. ASS Morgantown 
at 0545 CDTime at 0630 CDTime at 0227 CDTime 


VER 
4 as 


February 1990 


UTHERN- FMD 


eooce 
. Danny Buntin 


1912 N. Skyline 
Stillwater, OK 74075 


DEADLINE: 10th 


AT LEAST AL & CA NOT SILENT DURING THIS OTHERWISE DEAD OFF SEASON 


Keith D. Pugh, 227 Martin St., New Hope, AL 5760 


Equipt.: McIntosh MRO78, $ Probe 9 
11/26 tx 


1751 WKTK 103.1 KY Georgetown,"Cat 103" ID 
ii/ey ee "103 KRAY 
1951 WKRA 103.1 KY St. Matthews, ads 


tr 
1923 WGRK 103.1 KY Greensburg,"Kick Country" 
1931 WAIN 93.5 KY Columbia, ID 


T3H6 WAGS 90.7 GA Augusta, ID 
102 WKXC 99.5 SC Aiken,"Kix 99” 
1421 WRDY 96.7 GA Wrens, 5, ID 


11/30 ns 
WHEE 97.3 IN Ft. Wayne, promo 
1641 CJEZ 97.3 ON Toronto, ID,prev. Es 


0100 KETE 101.9 OK Ok City, ID 
Oo7?4NCBR . 92.7 IL Arlington Heights, ID 


1025 WZEH 92.1 AL Fairhope, wx, 
1210 WNFI 99.9 FL Palatka, " 
1302 WIOL 100.7 GA Brunswick, 
1307 WFYV 104.5 FL Atl,Beach, 
1719 WHIX 101.5 GA Brunswick, rs,"Hot 101.5" 
1802 NQPY 95.7 GA Valdosta, ID 

1826 WHNZ 93.7 FL Ocala, "Z-93.7" 

1900 WJwI 89.9 SC Beaufort, ID 

1916 WQHL 98.1 FL Live Oak,"QHL" 

Dolphins £/ball 

1930 WHTK 99.7 SC Port Royal, ads, ID 

2200 WYKZ 98.7 SC Beaufort, ID 


‘Trop was fairly good on 12/10 most all 
day. Logged some stations I've tried for 


42/ts tr 
0016 WORM 101.7 TN Savannah, k, "The Worm’ 


0023 WINT 94.9 FL Tallahassee 

1156 WGGK 101.9 GA Cleveland, r, ID 

1254 WOK 97.9 GA Fort Valley, “star 98", 
(first full broadcast day) 


12/13 ms 
2056 KANZ 91.1 KS Dodge City, city ref. 


2100 WME 94.7 NJ Newark, ID 

2153 unID 97.3 "CHRK" where? 

23??+unID 95.3 "52° from (Z or 0?) HNL" 
uring cold wave thru most of U.S. Could 
this be a Bermuda station? Sounded rm or k. 

12/14 os 

O9??*unID 95.3 Larry King Show 

06774WFJY 95.3 FL Ft. Myers, le. ad 


O677+NRKX 95.3 IL Ottawa, “RKX" 
Es 


1943 KRVN 93.1 NE Lexington, ID 

194? KKYA 93.1 SD Yankton, "KK-93" 

2040 KILO 93.9 CO Co Springs, "Kee-low 94" 
tre (semi lel WSkZ off) 

‘2ikg wKBQ 106.5 IL Granite City, "Q-106.5" 
2216 WRTBt106.5 IN Washington, "B-106" 
2220 WSLM 98.9 IN Salem,ID 

12/15 ms 

OOT?P+WAQX 95.7 NY Manlius, "95-X", area ad 
Oo??+unID 95.7 "7 in Northport...” 
O5?77¢WRED 95.7 OH Gibsonburg, "WRED 


Bs 

‘Tia Hy 88.5 NC Swan Quarter, ID 

1453 WKRA 92.1 NC Belhaven,Plynouth or Wash.? 
k,$, new to air 

1802 unID 88.3 mono, fron s.e. in SS 


many times before,WQPW, WQHL and WYKZ. The Geminid chower was below average, considering 
anount of time recording. Rare short skip on 12/15 to around 570 miles and first Es to NC 
on Fa. Hy record short skip is WAUR 107.9 Aurora, IL at 515 mi. on May 10, 1986. And, 
yes, I did hear Cuba on 6/18. Santa Clara is on 93.5.Thanks to a WIFDA member for the info. 
Cuban station infor 90.3 Habana(Radio Progreso) //640kHz, 91.9 or 92,1 Habana(R. Rebelde) 
Hae, 93.5 Santa Clara, 95.1 tatatil m Latina), 98.7 Habana(CMCA,R. Ciudad DeLa Habana) 


‘820, 99.3 Sambiago De Cuba(R. Siboney, 


» 102.9 La Habana(R. Metropolitan)(Metro) 


John Jefferson, WOk Spyglass Ct., Antioch, CA 9u509-6051 


Well, barring an ms longing off of one of 6 taoes vendino 


reviews this should finalize the 80's. 


Much to be orateful for 


this year. Never thought I'd beat my 91 longings in 177, but 189 


produced 101! 


It won't likely haoven apain, as it was the com— 
bination of a good skip season made better by the mo 


Pleasanton & Various trops catches due ta the mave, Whether 
Antioch” is better for skio than Pleasanton isn’t cle but at 
does open up some charmels that were nearly unusable, which is 
good in the short term. And the trons possibilities are cons 


derably oreater, with the California central cx 
area that's definitely harder to get 


entries belaw!). 


st beina the only 
of the ist 4 


(and nate 


Does anyone out there know now to acaiire an Fm-cut disn? 


(Very interesting, I've never heard of dishes being used for FM antennas, What next? 1B) 


CoN. 
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SOUTHERN FM DX Jefferson, cont. 
Id like to upgrade my aux tuner with a dish in the yard (no ro 

om the roof, @ the extra height may not be desirable for what I 
want to do), which Im hoping would allow access to some sipnals 
which are swamped on the S/Probe-9. Also would like te be able 
to get KKHI-FM better for listenina between dx events. —KXPR 
Sacramente goes off classical at Som weekends, creating a defi— 
nite void. Alsc, KXPR has a habit of fading during the met 


broadeasts: maybe a dish would solve that, & if not KKHI also 
does the Met. KKHI is currently good only under dead-band condi- 
tions: during normal conditions, KALF Red Bluff & KYNO Fresno 
create a nasty cochanmel hiss, while strona trans can almost 
abliterate KKHI. 


As usual, everything was done with the newer MRBO & the 
8/Probe-9 unless marked with a # to denote aux MRBO with Winesard 
antenna (in garage). Underlined are new, dashed underline is new 
mode, & @ is new to Antioch. 


ST CITY DIST REMARKS 
cA San Luis Obispo 180 1D a/ KYA 
cA Fowler 138 Calls: KVFX off 


legal ID 2205 


KSLY@ 96.1 CA SLO Calls; KCTC off 


KLZZ 101.3 CA Los Oses 180 Class FM; KIOT 
Cs off. 
“AT Drumheller 1085 Banff, wx 
OR Klamath Falls 290 Calls; KNTI off 
cA Laurel 62 KEAR calls: off 


ch condition allowed logging thru KDVS 


ca Philo 110 1D; new 
cA Lome 235 Calle:kBAY off 
dif 100.3 WA Moses Lake 620 Calls 
K: 22 Calis 
cA Stockton 28 quoP 1D 
oaze KETO 1% El Paso 980 Calis 
ee NV Stateline 120 //KQPT: ads 


K Double FM 


WA Yakima 


at Eamonton 1155 Kisein® 
Bz Kingman 4a8 K Triaie 
fesTew 103.5 CA Los Angeles 330 CA's Coast 
XHene ios:S CH Cd. Juares 370 eokm.. 1 Juarez 
KROK & KWIG were presents from the Lona Prieta quake. — KEAY 
a atop Lona Prictas fuse shaken off for meariy. a day. | I'm 
Sing’ tobe cautious about wisning for future KBAY “outages! A 


DX-rich new decade to all! 


SOUTHERN FN DX is for reporters from AL, AN, AZ, CA, GO, Do, De, ML, GA, HI, KS, KY, LA, 


MD, MO, MS, NC, NM, NV, OK, SC, TN, TX, UT, VA& WV. Report today! 


vi 


FRED MoRDOUIST 
7345 BOXFORD RO 
CLAY, WY 13041 
DEADLINE: THE STH 


RANE DXER LOCATION TOTAL 98-92 MS AU USA CH MX FO TPU YB AS OF: 

pyER Pat ‘7M SAN ANTONIO 2219 364 1811 49 0 44+ 3.21 5 74 70 12/1/88 
BUNTIE DANNY OK STILLWATER 1761 283 1069 4 0 4a+ 5 9 2 65 74 8/02/28 
STROREL = RALPH =I MUNCIE 1725 477 492 124 6 43+ 7 2 0 S372 01/01/90 
SLvING BRUCE MM DULUTH 3662 2891922 9 4445+ 3 1 © 50 48 12/07/89 
EBELING © JOM =H BLOOMINGTON 1580 265 913 44 8247+ 5 5 0 S852 O1/01/89 
RORDOUIST FRED = MY CLAY 1469 287 715 40 Sa 4i+ 5 0 2 49 69 01/07/90 
ELA JOSEPH MJS. PLAINFIELD 1463 306 778 2 937+ 6 0 3 47 68 08/18/49 
BUGAT SIME CT EMFIELD 4423 198 748 15 2337+ 3 0 1 42 74 04/03/89 
Puy KEITH © AL MEW HOPE 4321 213 682 29 343+ 7 9 2 62 83 08/04/89 
NIEMAN DAVID «RY AKROW 1320 359 403 47 2343+ 8 0 3 55 59 12/11/89 
smYBQLD BB MY DUNKIRK 114175 S43. «0 «041 «6 «3 0 50 50 07/22/87 
MCCORRACK FRED =D DES LACS 110 145 603 25 87 44+ 6 4 0 55 65 04/09/08 
WCCORMACK FRED = MD FARGO 3099 199 755 3 5247+ 6 3 0 57 74 04/09/08 
JEFFERSON JONM = CA ANTIOCH 4058 229 620150 029 4 5 O 38 57 07/26/89 
HOWINGTOM CARLOM FL ST PETERSBURG ©1002 3a+ 4a 87 12/01/89 
EBSLING © JOM =A PROSIT 988 179 650 3 547+ 8 2 0 5a 75 01/01/89 
cCOMTGLIO. «GREG MY WILLIAMSVILLE 974 lal S06 6 936+ @ O 2 47 a5 01/09/90 
HOLBROOK © «HANK «=D CHEVY CHASE 859 220 232 18 035+ 6 O 3 4559 12/06/89 
SHOLAREK BOB Ms oLDwIcK ala 138 M4 0 036 3 0 1 41 78 09/12/89 
MICHALEK = ALAM MA SPRINGFIELD 747 100 452 0 036+ 5 0 G 4252 04/09/89 
STEINBERGER RICHARD MA HUDSON 70a 147 323 12 635+ 4 0 O 40 58 10/28/89 
moLLMAMd = BILL. = CT_MORWICH 686 83-294 20 035+ 5 0 O 41 Bt 11/04/88 
Ross Roseey ol LONDOW S78 160 230 0 032 6 O 2 40 76 04/06/89 
KRETSCHMER BILL = MY W. SYRACUSE S497 128 «1 «138+ 3 0 1 40 74 09/07/09 
SITTELL = MATT «= TMH KINGSPORT S82 75 382 1 O34 4 3 2 40 85 12/91/87 
‘ODELL DAVID = AR LITTLE ROCK 49 61 170 3 G4ir 4 5S 1 52 80 05/14/87 
ALLEN DOUGLAS CO WOODLAMD PARK 446 «76 «322 :19 «037 3 1 O 41 a8 09/15/69 
MEADE Lagey = IL CHICAGO 437° 80 «G3 S022 2 0 O 24 79 11/26/09 
wogau MIKE TL BURMMAM 326 «72 40 0 O26 1 0 0 27 76 05/01/87 
MIEMASADLY BILL = MJ CLIFTOW mS 64 «682 (0 26+ 2 GO O 29-75 14/19/89 
SCHWEITZER BOB uz 5. gRUKSWICK 266 «78 #7 O Oiir O O O 1277 O4/OI/E8 
HEPBURN = WILLIAM GM MISSISSAUGA 207° @S 4b Ae 4 0 3 27 79 02712789 
maucuso GUS MD CHEVERLY 216 32 20 O 046+ O 0 O 17 70 08/04/89 
WHEELER = FRANK = PA ERIE ico 22 «1 0 0 8 1 OO 98 64 OBsi3/89 
STRICKERT MARK = IL CHICAGO 13a 38 @ 0 OS 2 0 779 20/17/89 
SCHWEITZER BOB MS OLD geTDGE 146 «41-9 «OG Sr 0 0 O 10 a2 Cavaisen 
SORENSEN © -KORAIS OM AILTOM 136 27 «24 «4G 016 1 © © 17 42 9/29/89 
SORENSEN © MORRIS OM PORT CARLING 191-20 «21 «© «115 2 0 O 17 71 Gas29r89 
REMFREY = ST uy ROCHESTER 128« «25 «4 20 60 3 20 0 5 76 CBs10/89 
Raut ROBERT MI DETRIOT 1060-20 «210 «0 42-1 OO 0 13-71 07/01/87 
WEPBURM «=~ WILLIAM (UT CORAL HARBOUR Sa 5 «57 GO O S & G O 12 && o2vi2vas 


COLUMN DEFINITIONS: are ae follows: Totel = Total number of FW stations logged from Dxer’ 
location (All loggings should be received vithin 25 aile radium of this location to count.) 
Freq. changes count atetion, cell letter changes DO NOT count. Also count @ atetion 

only onoe regardleas if logged by different propagation modes. 48-92 = All stations logged 
from 88.0 to 91.99 Wha. Ee * Totel number of mtations logged vie E-skip. MS = Total by metear 
cater. Au = Total vie Aurore. USA = Total number of states end the "+* = Washington, DC. 
CM = lumber of Canadian provinces logged. MX = Mumber of Mexican states logged. FO = Humber 
of foreign countries, but not Caneda or Mexico. TPU (Total number of politicel unite) = Sum of 
USA CH MX and FO. YB = The year you begen DXing frou thie location. Other groundrules for 
computing 1og totals are included in AUGUST 88 VUD Page 48. Note: The cutoff date vas 

1987 for updates. Please update/aubmit your latest stats to stay on the FN Scoreboard. 73-Fred 
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Fred McCormack 
Box 9077 
a Prairiewood Station 
Fargo, ND 58106-9077 


Deadline: 03-08-90 
February 1990 Cut-off: 12-01-89 


December was fairly good for E skip with all reporters except yours truly catching 
at least one opening. The December E skip dates were 3, 5, 13-16, 24-25, 27, and 29-30. 
Mike Cherry continued to catch some F2 in December, but Jeff Kadet advises that F2 video 
died after November 26th. 


New. New Mode__ Tent. -~ t Unidentified - unid S/on-+  S/off - = 
ID Color Bars - @ Unid Color Bars - % Misc. Test Patterns - & 


Mike Cherry, Box 631, Ganges BC VOS-1E0 (604) 537-5201 PST 


Hitachi 5" black & white AC/DC (vintage 1980), Kenwood RZ-1 recelver, Sony 
Beta Hi-Fi MTS VCR, channel 6 trap (xtal). Realistic PRO-2021 scanner with 6 
meter (50 MHz) vertical dipole (through 12/31/89) VHF - Lindsay GA-10FM 10 
element wide-spaced FM yagi on Alliance U-110 rotator at 57’ asi/agl. UHF - 


Radio Shack 4-bay with 15-1108 mast-mount adjustable gain VHF/UHF preamp at 
48. 


November 1989 
5 tr 1851 unid channel 61 
10 tr 2246 K3680 36 WA 


15 tr 0820 KEPR 19 WA 2a F2 1532 unid 46.15/51.75 
(Over CBUT35-19) 24 F2 1447 unid 51.76 MHz A 
15,16,17 ms many unid pings 25 tr 0926 unid ch 58 130° 


(Deming KOMO- 4) on VHF-LO 29 tr 1338 KEPR 19 WA 
(Snow free) 22 F2 1030 unid ch 3 se 1345-1440 unid43, 68,51 
14 F2 1124 unid chs 2, 3 (Spanish) (See Note'# 2 ) 
1129 TGV 3 Guatemala 1209 unid ch 3 ese 1347 KTNW 31 WA 
( See Note #1) (No Pacific) 1353 KMTRt 16 OR 
1407 50.75 MHz Audio 23 F2 1517 unid 64.25 MHz V 1412 KTVZ 21.0R 
(TVNZ-1 tent) (Australia ch 2) 1416 CCI on ch 22 
4414 untd 51.76 MHz V 1524 untd 62.24 MHz V 1420 KUTF 32 OR 
(Australia cho+) (New Zea. ch 37) 30 tr 0756 K36B0 36 WA 


Note #1 - Antenna pointed 140° - logging at 1124 was In Spanish. At 1129 hear 
an ad mention Guatemala City and was barely able to distinguish “T G.. 
and then the video faded in weakly with no sign of a visual ID. Logging 
assumed. 

Note # 2 - CBUT35-19 and CBUT36-31 off air this day. Interesting and strange 
tropo down to Oregon. I finally bagged KMTR-16, I think. Programming 
wasn’t parallel to local NBC, KING-5 or KTVZ-21, but antenna was pointed 
at central Oregon. Audio was distinguishable in NBFM position for short 
spurts enough to check against KING/KTVZ. No video, but a few faint 
bars. I wasn’t able to determine offset. (I show offset for KMTR as 
plus. fm) CCI on channel 22 was first time I’ve seen this under local 
KTZZ-22, but could have been new assignment in Klamath Falls perhaps. 
Channels 43, 68, and 51 - weak audio only with faint video lines. 


Iropo Scatter Report (November) (Date / Times of day / Bands affected) 


Local Enhancement (0-200 miles): 10/PM/U; 15/AM/V-HI,U; 19/AM/ALL; 20/PM/FM,V-HI; 
2T/ALL DAY/FM; 29/AM/FM,V-HI,U; 30/ALL DAY/U 


Regional Enhancement (200+ mi.): 03/PM/U; 04/PM/ALL; 05/ALL DAY/FM,V-HI,U; _08/PM/U; 
14/AM/U; 15/AM/FM, V-HI,U; AT/AM/ALL; 
48/ALL DAY/ALL; —21/PM/ALL; — 27/PM/U;-29/PH/U; 
30/ALL DAY/FM,V-HI,U 


Dan, VET7QM, hasn’t heard any auroral on 10 meters and up and neither have I. 
Disappointing. F2 openings have been few with generally weak signals and typical fading. 
The highest I’ve heard the MUF this past month is 72 MHz with some Central American 
(Spanish) repeaters that sound 11ke dispatch/mobile operations. Some of you midwestern 
reporters should be picking up some of this stuff from the Pacific on your ICOM’ 


Yaesu’s, and high gain VHF-LO antennas. I definitely need a proper 6 meter beam. I’ve 
put the homemade 50 MHz dipole on horizontal with slightly better results, although F2 has 
a habit of changing polarity. I’ve heard no F2 on FM yet although I have monitored 
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Western TY-DX February 1990 
Mike Cherry (continued) extensively. I haven’t seen any F2 activity from Hawaii, nor 


the west Pacific - Korea, Japan, USSR, etc. although have set 
up scanning programs to hunt for video or audio. The one or two times during November 
that signals were strong enough for video sync to come through they still didn't look 
even vaguely intelligible (in spite of the differing format). However, more gain would 
definitely help. For sure next cycle (23) I'll have a killer 50 MHz setup. 


December 1989 14 Es 1926 CCI on ch 290° 29 Es 0724 heavy CCI chs2,3 
3 Es 1137 CCI on chs 2, 3 unid ch 3 90° 0743 KMTV 3: NE 
4147 unid ch 3 NBC (Briefly) (Only station! ) 
1149 fade/out 24 tr 0918 KINA 29 WA 0745 unid ch 2 1009 
4 tr 1833 KTDZ 24 OR (Very strong) ( Under cBUT- 2) 
1836 KUTF 32 OR Es 1110 CCT on chs 2, 3 0812 fade/out 
1848 KTVZ 21 OR 1417 unid 3 ABC 110° tr 2210 KTDZ 24 OR 
14 tr 1043 K65BU 65 WA 1126 fade-out 2223 CCI on 22,23,43 
(Grays Harbor KTPS-28) 25 Es 1924 heavy CCI chs2-4 31 tr 0310 KATU 2 OR 
1047 KTNW 31 WA 1932 KSNW 3 KS ms 0341 unid ch 2 (5sec) 
(Over CBUT36-31) 1939 fade/out 0402 unid ch 4 (3sec) 
12 F2 1435-1517 45.25/50.75 27 Es 0837 CCI 2,3 briefly 0407 unid ch 2 (8sec) 
TVNZ2 New Zealnd 28 tr 0737 KLEW 3 ID 0418 unid ch 2 (3sec) 
unid 46,25/51.76 0742 KXLY 4 WA tr 0442 KXLY 4 WA 


(TV@t Australia) (Over KOMO- 42 ) 0457 KREM 2 WA 
tr 2216 KNTR 16 OR 0744 heavy CCI ch 2 
2224 KTDZ 24 OR (Not “venet ian”) 


Only tropo listed Is rare stuff. Super tropo (regional) occurred: 12/04, 12/05, 12/06, 
12/08, 12/11, 12/13, 12/22, and 12/23. Super tropo (local) occurred: 12/11, 12/15, 12/16, 
and 12/24-26. December 11th and 28th we had major temperature inversions with extreme 
fog. Meteor scatter observed throughout the nights of December 30th and Sist. Only a 
sample is listed for the morning of December 3ist. Since this report is being filed on New 
Year's Day - then Happy New Year to all readers, contributers, and editors. I hope 
everyone’s New Year gets off to a better start than mine did. Last night we had a heavy 
wind blow In off the water and my homemade 6 meter antenna got completely destroyed 
and became entangled in the coax of the UHF 4-bay. By daylight this morning, the wind 
had dled down enough to throw on the climbing belt and tools and climb up the tower. 
The antenna is beyond repair and the GAsFET amplifier shorted out fusing the coaxial 
downfeed. Fortunately, no other damage was done - the UHF and the Lindsay FM yagi are 
alright. I probably won't replace the 50 MHZ dipole until summer. After this mornings 
hypothermic experience (I’m still half frozen), I’m not in any hurry to do any tower work 
for awhile. I would like to install a 5 or 6 element amateur 50 MHz beam bui don’t have 
too much room left on the the tower. I definitely will for the next sunspot cycle. I will 
probably get a commercial 50 MHz dipole/ground plane or construct another dipole, as It 
worked quite effectively. The yagi seems sensitive enough to bring in a fair amount of 6 
meter skip, and I have done some of my Australia/New Zealand reception with it so am not 
totally out of the F2 reception picture. When the ionosphere sets up shop with the 
corresponding MUF, It takes a relatively simple antenna here on the Pacific coast to 
recelve trans-Pacific skip. In the midwest, I'm sure that a good dipole or beam and 
ultra-sensitive receiver are needed. The Kenwood RZ-1 pulls the stuff out on the coast 
just fine when the F2 Is rolling. There weren't many days of high F2 MUF in December 
‘that would have been conducive to TV/FM skip. If Jeff Kadet or any other WTFDA 
members wish to contact me regarding F2 antennas for 50 MHZ, feel free. 

Lastly, I still don’t have the new call letters for the new TBN channel in Portland. 
It Is parallel to semi-local KTBW-20, Seattle. I'm surprised that Portland is on channel 24+ 
as this has been assigned to Pullman, Washington. I assumed Portland would be minus or 
zero, Dave Sinclair says this was originally licensed as KTOZ, a commercial channel that 
due to finances sold out to TBN. Until next month, 73's. Mike 


(Mike, channel 24, Portland continues to be a commercial allocation. At this time, 
KTDZ continue to be the call letters, and a license has not yet been granted. The owner 
of the permit for KTDZ is National Minority TV Inc., a non-profit organization with the 
same president as Trinity Broadcasting Network. I presume this is a tactic to allow TBN 
to efectively control more stations than would otherwise be allowed. fm) 


Fred McCormack, 135 Prairiewood Drive, Fargo ND 58103 cst 


January 1990 
2 Es 1034 unid ch 2 CBS 2Es 1100 WSB  2GA 1115 2 Es 1121 WAVE 3(IN) 810 
unids channel 3 1117 WRAL 5 NC 1215 1128 WFMY 2 NC 1150 
1054 WBTV 3 NC 1140 1118 (MUF 88.1) 1214 WTWO 2 IN 710 
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Western TV-D) February 1990 


Ed Frye, 22618 Cardiff Drive, Santa Clarita CA 91360-3017 PST 


Equipment: 

VHF - Winegard CS-4052 Chromstar antenna, Channel Master 7477A preamplifier, 
Channel Master 9510 rotator with 9535 programmable control unit, Channel 
Master 7205 mid-band trap, Channel Master 7203 sub-band trap, Channel Master 
7270 step attenuator, Channel Master 7035 MATV distribution amplifier, Channel 
Master 9649 RGS cable. UHF - Winegard CS-9095 Chromstar antenna, Alliance 
HD73-1 rotator, Winegard PA-4975 preamplifier, Channel Master 9549 RGS cable. 


November _1989 24 tr 0730 KJEO 47 CA 180 24 tr 0730 KFTL 64 CA 310 


24 tr 0730 KFSN 30.CA 180 KMSG 59 CA 170 
This was by no means a Thanksgiving “tropo feast” -- the kind that so many 
members experienced one season. However, considering this region’s dry desert-like 


climate, I gladly accept whatever UHF activity comes down the coax! As noted above, I 
made two changes to my equipment setup: a Channel Master sub-band trap has been 
added to curb some annoying channel 2 interference, most likely a neighborhood source. 
The SITCO arrays I had been experimenting with came down in favor of a more 
conventional broadband antenna, the Winegard CS-9095. While I have yet to witness any 
significant Improvement in my OX'ing capability, the CS-9095 does enhance my dally 
reception of most Los Angeles UHF locals and San Diego semi-locals. 


December _1989 Good things come in small packages! What I suspect was a 

30 Es 1025 KLEW 310 810 very sudden and short-lived solar flare totally disrupted 

1025-1038 strg CCI 2,4 locals KCBS-2 and KNBC-4 on December 30th and brought with 

it a picture perfect KLEW-3 station ID at 1030 PST. For 

the most part, KLEW’s signal was snow-free and in color. Amazingly, as quickly as this 

solar activity came about; it Ilkewise dissipated, with conditions on channels 2 and 4 
promptly returning to normal at 1035. I hope everyone had a pleasant holiday. 


William Eckberg, 1032 Sterling Road, Dixon IL 61021 coT/cst 
Equipment; See November 1989 Western TV-DX 


October 1989 December 1989 14 Es 2100 WESH 2 FL 983 


3 tr 0418 WLOX 13NC 558 5 Es 0455 CKCK 2SK 918 15 Es 1520 WESH 2 FL 983 

0430 WBIR 10 TN 489 9 ms 0535 KPRC 2X 893 1525 WPBT 2 FL 1229 

0435 WIVC «9 TN 512 0603 KDFW 4 1X 738 1530 WJXT 4 FL 895 

9 Es 0515 KCNC 4 CO 811 13 Es 1950 WPBT 2 FL 1229 1640 WIV) 4 FL 1229 

29 ms 0455 KOFW 4 TX 738 14 Es 1730 WPBT 2 FL 1229 1630 &ICRT 3 Cuba 1350 
1830 WCBD 2 SC 797 (Phillips TP) 

1930 WBRZ 2 LA 784 1640 WPTV 5 FL 1168 

November 1989 1955 WEAR 3 FL 792 23 ms 0520 KPRC 2X 893 

TEs 2215 WPBT 2 FL 1229 2000 WEDU 3 FL 1031 0530 KDFW 4 1X 738 


E skip occurred twice in the early AM. On October Sth, E skip was through channel 
6 for five minutes, but the only ID was Denver, channel 4. On December 5th, CKCK-2 was 
in alone for a half hour. Seeing skip to the north between 0430 and 0500 in December 
would seem highly unlikely. At this stage in the sunspot cycle, anything is possible. 

On December 13th, the hash on channel 2 looked strange to the south throughout 
the day, especially around 1815. A Spanish speaking station came In briefly then, and 
WPBT-2 was seen at 1950. Nothing above channel 2. We would all like to see F2, How 
close was It to channel 2 that day? Most likely I saw a Cuban. 


Jeff Kruszka, 5856 Walnut Creek Rd, Apt. A-105, River Ridge LA 70123 + cor 


Equipment: 
Sylvania 12° black and white, quad loops cut for channels 2-6, Radio Shack 


U-75 corner yagi. 


November 1989 12 tr 2020 KPLC 7 LA 170 19 Es 1848 unid ch 5 PBS 


4 Es 1040 CKVR 3 ON 1147 KNOE 8 LA 491 (Ron LeBlanc had 
12 tr 1931 KTAH 20 TX 319 (Nulled WWUE- 8) New Mexico) 
1935 WHLT 22 MS 116 2325 KLTM 13 LA 191 14 Es 2129 unid ch 2 CBS 
1954 WHAU 17 MS 15 Es 1726 unid chs 2, 3 
WMAH 19 MS December 1989 16 Es 1830 KENW 3.NM 826 
KLTL 18 LA 170 13 Es 1848 unid channel 2 1900 unid chs 2, § 
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MONTH 


FEBRUARY 1990 

Still a "ketchup® situation as I make headway thru reports left over from Summer 

*agrtt Tease hold onto your CURRENT EASTERN TV-DX reports until further notice! 1°11 
have word about my decision whether or not to continue this section next month.....If I 
continue, will have to get my own P.0. Box for the column, seperate from Club box 514! 


WATT SITTEL - PO BOX 21441 - RALEIGH NC 27607 - (919) 737-5877 

July 1989 quly August 28 Es 2059 
KGFE-2 NO 31 Es 1129 KACV-3 TX 1 = 10 on vacation 2129 KENW-3 NM 

38 Es 2059 KOFE-2 ND 31 £s 1129 KACV-3 TX 1 - 10 on vacation WTFOA Convention 


unIDs 3,4 1144 KFDX-3 Tx 18 Es 0952 unID 2-6 
2205 uniD-2 cas 1145 KJAC-4 TX 0959 KFOX-3 TX 
2230 unID-4 ABC 1159 KOET-3 OK 0959 KANR-4 TX 
2237 unID-3 ABC 1159 KBME-3 ND 1028 unID-3 
2258 KCNC-4 CO 1204 unID-2 CBS 1029 KSWK-3 KS 
KQTV-2 (KS) 1229 KANR-4 TX 1058 KENW-3 NM 
very rare for m 1232 unID-2 CBS 1129 KACB-3 TX 
29 Es 0008 KNOP-2 NE 1255 KLBY-$ Tx KLBY-4 KS 
0015 KTVS-3 1259 KSWK-3 KS 1211 XHRIO-2 
0017 uniD-2 1259 KSNW-3 KS MEXICO 
0029 KSWK-3 KS 1339 KOTA-3 SD 1213 KILI-3 TX 
0030 KSNC-2 KS 1359 KOLO-3 SD 1228 KGBT~4 TX 
0037 unID-6 1427 Colorvison-2 1312 KOFW-4 TX 
0126 unt0-2 Dominican Republic, how'd 1431 KAUZ-6 TX 
31 Es 1107 unID-5 behind cvs this one get in here? 1659 untd 3 
1112 unID-6 CBS 2058 KIRH-2 Ok HOTY 
1119 KBTX-3 TX 2104 untO 2 NBC 1728 KSNW-3 KS 
1129 KENW-3 NM 2118 KTVY-4 OK 1828 KLNE-3 NE 
2133 KACB~3 Tx 1859 KACV-2 TX 


GREG CONIGLIO - 5100 GLENWOOD ORIVE - WILLIAMSVILLE, NEW YORK 14221 


auLy 1989 3 Tr 0830 WKOI-43 IN 12 Tr 0930 Ottawa/ 
w/repaired antenna to WETO-39 TN Hull stations 
26 Tr 0715 W64AK OH WHMT-3.MT 13 Tr 2359 WADL-38 
w/MVIZ~25 1100 WKIG-33 IN other Detroit 
0730 WOAC-67 OH near snowfree, MIU ts 
2030 WTUA-26 NY other HI/OH strong 18 Es 11246 WBRZ-2 LA 
new station (61) 3 Es 1230 KFDM-6 TX 1130 WKRG-5 AL 
(Must be FLEA-POWER, I 1500 KNOP-2 NE 1136 WSWG-6 MS 
NEVER get them here! -ROW) 1530 KUSD-2 SD 1230 WPBT-2 FL 
28 Es 2200 KSWK-3 KS both over WGRZ 1230 WEDU-3 FL 
1D w/KOOD-9 3 (P.M.)= 7 (PML) 1616 WRBL-3 GA 
31 Es 1188 KSWK-3 KS in Syracuse 21 Es 2200 KBTX-3 Tx 
AUGUST 1989 9 Es 1115 WLaT-3 HS 2230 WRBL-3 GA 
3 Tr 0118 WNEH-5 MI 1130 KATC-3 LA 2300 KTBS-3 LA 
0830 WSBT-22 IN 1130 KALB-5 LA 2241 KFOX-3 TX 
to WKEF-22 08 12 Tr 0930 C1CO4z-42 ON 2245 KDTN-2 TX 


1100 WRGT-45 OH MeArthur's Mills TVO 

There has been quite a bit of skip activity this August, rather unusual, Maybe something 
to do with the sunspot peak? Even today (22nd) there was some CCI on 2 and 4, with an ABC 
on 3, The trops on August 3rd was nice, but very unstable. I believe Frank Merrill and 
Bil] Eckberg in I1]inots had stuff towards my neck of the woods too that day. Matt Sittel 
helped me log the trops and skip on the 2nd/3rd. He was here enroute to Syracuse. Now 
that my antenna is improved I commonly note stuff to erie, N.€. Ohio, Toledo (255 mi.), 
Detroit, all S. Ontario, Syracuse, Watertown, Ottewa/Hull, Elmira (36), Scranton (16/22). 
However, much Closer stuff (under 200 miles) such as Binghamton, Utica, Pittsburgh, and 
Altoona PA area very rare the terrain. A problem to the WNW: UNF 17, 23, and 29 are only 
10 miles away, so they show up on nearly every channel, including 49, home of § kW WNYB! 
25 \Toronte also images from 20-27 when 23 is off. A final note: rumour has it an LPTV in 
Buffalo on 67 1s about to sign on. The convention was fabulous! Thanks to 8111 for 
hosting such a nice get-together. It was great meeting all of you! 


COMMENTS FROM YOUR ETV-DX EDITOR........Next column we'll have many of the reports J 
mentioned here last month. A suggestion: everyone should try to type their reports, as it 
makes it easier on your editors. I sure don't want to mis-quote anyone due to 
mis-reading. This {s as much as I can type this month, so {ts 73 until next month, ROW 


SATELLITE MEWS 


GEORGE W. JENSEN 
4608 Antara Avene 
Baltimore, MO 21206-4220 


Hope everyone had a great Holiday and the 1990's bring great thingss 


Lots of odds and ends this month, 

W PTF -Ch, 26 - Durham, Raleigh, Fayetteville, North Carclina 
was until recently being uplinked on Spacenet 2'- XPDR 20 

with a subcarrier for WRAL-FM Raleigh, This was due to tie collapse 
of their tower due to an ice storm, Also -WRAL- TV Ch. 5 

from Raleigh , North Cerolina was being uplinked on Satcom  XPIR 5 
for the sane reason. As of 1-l~99 it was still being carried, 


Hone Shopping Spree has moved from Satcom  - XFDR 1 to “Sateom 2 
PDR 11. I haven't seen any listed reason for this move, but 

seen to notice what might have been a failing transponder, Signal 
on the Satcom l XPDR wae extremely variable past several weeks, 
then they simlecasted on the two birda, lastly dumping the Satcom 
feed completely. It remains unused. 


‘The Department of Defense used ss its official Domestic Satellite 
link during the Panama Incursion - XPDR 1 on Galaxy 2. 


411 networks and the DOD used the new Intelsat temporarily at 37¥ 
as their primary feed bird. This Intelsat VI was last used during 
the Malta Summit and was quite good with signal strength, This 
time around though the signals were no where near as stronge 


When Westar } fades which will be before Telstar IV will be 
launched = PBS will use Spacenet 1 or 3. 


Many thanks to Patrick Martin who has made note of a lot of 
activity on Morelos 1 ~ IPUR's 3, 5, 7, 9, 11,17, 18, 19, 21 

and 23 being specifically unidentified here, Pabriok - try - if 
possible - to get some ID's on these. He glso reports some testing 
on Morelos 2, This shpuld be opening up soon also. 


The BBC has been reported as planning a World Service Television 
Channel - like the radio world service. It is interesting to note 

that TVE ~ Spain already has something along these lines with what was 
called Canal America ~ but lately has been called - TVE - Internacional. 
Gubavision on the tussian bird and TVS Europe (Quebec formerTVFOB9) 

are also examples. 


Please note the Canada Home Shopping is now on Anik D2 and NOT C-1. 
Also First Choice 1s on D-2 no longer on Cel. The French Home Shopping 
renains on Cel. Most East beam scrambled programs on C-1 are using VCII. 


‘That's all for now see you in 30, 
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A COMPARISON OF TWO 
MODIFICATIONS 


BY MIKE BUGAJ 


Back ih November "89 I received a post card from Bill Nienajadly 
mentioning that, among ather things, he had modified his Sony tuner with 
180khz narrow bandfilters and was getting great adjacent channel 
reception. I was really curious about his claim. Skeptical was more like 
it. T cal him a few days later and asked him for more information. He 
told me about getting his info from Tim McVay, and Tim should get the 
credit for finding the part and being the first to do the mod to a tuner. 


Simply put, the mod consists of removing the ceramic filters fram your 
tuner/receiver and replacing them with rew 180khz filters. The filters 
can be ordered from DIGI-KEY, 701 Brooks Ave. ,South, Box 677, Thief River 
Falls,MN 56701-0577. They take phone orders at 1-800-344-4537. In 
quantities of ten the cost is $1.38 per filter. Total cost to you if you 
charge the purchase is $18.79. I bought ten. 


The First unit I modified is my Carver TX-11. The Carver has S 
ceramic filters. These are blue in color and are the only blue 
components on the board. The words 10.7MC are stanped on one side. 

There is another board on top of the board with the filters and this has 
to be removed and moved aut of the way. Once this is done, the old 
Filters can easily be unsoldered and the rew filters resoldered. The 
layout of the board is such that the components are not cramped together, 
there is plenty of rocm ta work and the old filters are easy to renove. 
No need to yank hard or to smash the filters to get them cut. Once the 
new filters were soldered back in, the mod was complete and I reassenbled 
the unit. I should mention that the filters should be installed with the 
printed Side facing the same way as the printed 10.7M= side faced on the 
old filters. 


Tha second tuner I modified is my old Sony ST-5130, The 5130 was one 
of the "hot" tuners on the market in the early 1970s. It is rated at 
100db alternate channel selectivity but adjacent channel selectivity is 
close to, if not exactly, zero DB. In other words, it’s terrible. Guite 
a few manbers had them, and I bet there still are a few gathering dist in 
somebody's basement. The 5130 has & ceramic filters. Yes, eight. 
However, I only had 5 new filters left, so I only changed the first five. 
The modification this time was more trouble. Components were crammed on 
‘one small board. Wires and resistors were attached to the underside of 
the board and more care had to be taken to make sure something didn’t 
short out. I broke three of the old filters while trying to pull them 
out. However, once the old parts were aut of the board, the new filters 
went in easily and the unit was then reassembled. 


find now, the results with the Carver. First off, I started hearing 
WEZF-92.9 in Burlington, VT pointing right through local WHYN-93,1. Then 
I aimed right into my Hartford locals and noticed scatter reception of 
NYC stations on the following freqs: 92.3, 75.5, 96.3, 100.3, 101.9, 
102.7, 106.7. Also, 105.7 cleared up and improved reception was noticed 


On 92.9, 94.5, 95.9, 101.1, 104.3, 106.1 and 107.1. Almost NO splatter is 
audible on the lower adjacant channels while the splatter on the upper 
adjacent channels is reduced a bit. If the fact that I am getting WEZF 
scatter thru local WHYN doesn’t convince anyone of the selectivity of the 
modified Carver, then nothing will. And this was araund 10pm local time 
with the outside temperature at about zero degrees! 


Now, the results with the Sony-S130. Well, what would you expect with 
a tuner that didn’t have amp adjacent channel selectivity to begin with?? 
I didn’t expect much, especiatly since I only changed five of the eight 
filters. Well, fellow members, what I endad up with is a tuner that 


outperforms the modified Carver!! T am not kidding! I have done 
comparison tests with both tuners using 75 ohm coax and a tno way 75 ohn 
splitter. I have done day tests and late night tests (all dore from Dec. 


20 to Dec. 22 with cutside temps ranging from zero to +12 degrees) and 
the 5130 pulls in everything the modified Carver does including the 
following stations the Carver cannot receive: a)NYC-93.9 and WRTN-93.5, 
b) WBAB-102.3 and WWE-102.3 (and WE in stereo yat!). Also, because the 
5130 is an analog tuner (remember tuning dials?) stations like 
WWHB-107.1, WEFX-95-9, WNYC-93.9, WNCN-104.3 really stand cut. In short, 
I have gone from alternate channel selectivity of practically rathing to 
around SOdb. And for the cost of five lousy filters...the grand total of 
$6.95. Amazing, ain’t it 7 


Well, what does this all mean? It means new life to hundreds of old 
tuners tucked away in attics or basements years ago by their owners 
because they weren't selective enough. It means that DXers who can’t 
afford a MR-78 or a Onkyo or a Carver can have something equal to or 
close to one, and for a cost of ten dollars or less! And row my question 
is this. How come these things are on the market dirt cheap and the 
manufacturers aren’t using them 77 


Tn closing, I hope that this article will reinforce all that has been 
written in the WUD about these filters by Bill Nienajadly and others. 
They are not all that difficult to install and very affordable. I imagine 
that more will be written about this in the VUD in coming months and I 
look forward to resding about it. Good Oxing! 


MODIFY YOUR TX-I1A FOR BETTER DX 


BY BILL NOLLMAN 


After sinking aver $600 into a Carver TX-11A tuner a few years back I was sad to he: 
that the new Onkyos’ were even more souped up--until recently, when I heard from Mike 
Buga, that replacing the 5 - IF filters with cheap priced but better replacements will do 
wonders for the selectivity. 


‘This evening I discovered another improvement that can be done by any user the TX-11A 
(NOT the TX-11). The tuning increments can be changed to steps of 50 KHz from 100 kHz 
steps. This tuner is equipped for European FM where this tuning increment is 
necessary. The switch is located just behind the signal strength meter and has two 
positions, one labeled "US" and the other "E." 


Flip the switch to & and sit back and enioy being able to detune around the locals, ONE 
NOTE: the AM Band will be useless as its increments are changed too (but who cares~=1* 
wasn’t all that impressed with the TX-11A AM section anyhow). Here in the Hartford 
area with a poor Radio Shack antenna in the attic it made drastic improvements. Note 
that there is also a switch on the mother PC board that switches to 50 uSec de-emphasis 
from 75 uSec. Dont change this as the audio quality will be severely altered. Good luck 
and best wishes in 1990! 


Submitted by Tom Bryant 
243 Tedd Preis Or 
Nashville, TN 37221 


HISTORY GF TELEVISTON 


TPart Four] 


the channel 27 operation was taken off the sir; 
were moved to channel 12, and the KLOA call sign dropped 


UHF Has Problems: 


Economic and technical problems impeded Full utilization of the UHF 
channels in the early years of service. Because of the large number 

of VHF-only receivers originally in use, advertisers preferred VHF 
stations, limiting UHF revenue. At the FCC's request, Congress appro- 
prieted funds for a test in New York City to determine the ability 

of UHF to provide service comparable with VHF in = locality of difficult 
reception because of tall buildings separated by ‘canyons’. As a result 
of the tests, the FCC concluded that UHF reception was generally equal 
to that of VHF 


The FCC Looks For Solution: 


In 1956 the FCC outlined plans to promote comparable TV Facilities 
as @ means of extending service throughout the nation. In the years 
Following it considered and ultimately rejected the idea of moving 
most or all television stations ta the UHF band. It sought the assist- 
ance of the industry to Find ways to increase the range of UHF stations 
It also made certain areas all UHF, and took other steps te put UHF 
and VHF on @ more competitive basis. In 1956 the Commission revised 
the table of channel allotments to make additional UHF assignments 


Congress Pitches In: 


Perhaps the most powerful pro-UKF salvo was Fir 
adopted @ law which required that all TV 
both VHF and UHF channels. Set manufacturers had to convert to all- 
channel preduction by April 30, 1964. The move gave substantial impetus 
to UHF expansion. A lingering 
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The Industry Matures: 


casting saw relative! 
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8 series concludes next month] 


BRAND NAMES USED BY DX-ERS 


ANOTHER WORD PUZZLE! - SOLUTION TO APPEAR IN THE MARCH V.U.D, 
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ONBISR ANSWERS: WINEGARD, 
CXLOKE ANTENNACRAPT, ONKYO, ROHN, 
APOSLW CHANNEL MASTER, 

RRNHPQ BLONDER TONGUE, TECHNIKA, 
VODANO ZENITH, RCA, CARVER, 
EHECZK ARCHER, DENON, RADIOSHACK, 
RNRKHZ dvC, PIONEER, HYGAIN, 
SDTBSR BELDEN. 

Gr0UsE Puzzle by.....Bill Nienajadly 
IRNTFA Clifton N.g. 
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A GIANT TV DX CROSSWORD!!! 


ANSWERS (FROM JANUARY 1990 V.U.D., PAGES 32 - 33) 
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